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For  Clissold  Eugene 
in  memory  of  his  grandfather 


“PASSING  ON  THE  TORCH”* 

“Tradition  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  Ancient 
Greek  Olympic  Races:  The  runner  carries  his  lighted 
torch  in  his  hand  till  he  is  well  nigh  exhausted,  his 
arm  no  longer  able  to  hold  the  Torch  on  high.  Then 
he  passes  it  on  to  another,  fresher,  stronger  runner 
more  fit  and  the  chosen  one  of  all  the  people,  who 
takes  the  Torch  and  enters  the  race  to  carry  it  on  for 
another  lap  toward  the  coveted  Goal.  So  we  who 
have  carried  the  lighted  Torch  for  our  generation 
would  pass  it  on  undimmed  and  still  burning  bright¬ 
ly  to  younger  men  well  fitted  to  carry  on. 

“And  so  1  pass  on  my  Torch  ...” 


* Front  oil  athlrcB*  ftf i  Snnotrl  K.  Hill 
I  n  I  c  r  nut  io  mil  (» id  ton  Com't  nl  inn 
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FOREWORD 

This  is  the  story  of  a  little-known  line  of  the  descendants  of 
John  Hill  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  and  his  little-known  sixth- 
generation  descendant,  Daniel  Hill,  of  Spencer  and  Hillsville.  It 
shows  vividly  through  impersonal  archives  how  characteristics  of 
personal  integrity,  family  loyalty,  social  responsibility  and  Christian 
practices  were  as  elemental  to  every-day  life  as  were  the  farmer’s 
plough,  the  carpenter’s  plane  and  the  salesman’s  sample-case.  Al¬ 
though  never  mentioned  in  a  will,  these  things  were  a  part  of  every 
Hill  heritage,  bequeathed  to  his  sons  by  each  Hill  father  as  an 
untarnished  legacy. 

As  history  is  the  composit  of  men’s  biographies,  so  biographies 
are  composits  of  those  men’s  genealogies.  Each  man  is  what  he  is, 
because  his  forebears  where  what  they  were;  his,  descendants  will 
be  what  they  will  be,  because  he  is  what  he  is. 

We  Hills  are  Saxon-type  Anglos  because  a  probable  ancestor  of 
William  Hill  in  England  married  a  blond  Saxon  thane  and  genera¬ 
tions  later  his  descendant,  John  Hill  of  Chaffcombe,  England  prob¬ 
ably  became  John  Hill  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  whose  des¬ 
cendants  have  married  Anglos.  Physically  and  intellectually  the 
descendants  of  John  of  Dorchester  seem  to  have  run  the  gamut. 
Some  are  very  smart,  some  very  eminent,  some  very  talented,  and 
some  very  ordinary  Americans.  But  each  man  had  his  place. 

Socially  too,  the  family  appears  from  Governors’  mansions,  mili¬ 
tary  officialdom,  financial  peaks,  to  teamster  poverty.  The  bio¬ 
graphical  and  genealogical  literature  of  New  England  vibrates  with 
testimony  to  the  constructive  and  ornamental  contributions  of  Hill 
men  from  pre-Revolutionary  history  to  the  present.  But  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  America  a  man’s  gift  was  accepted  “according  to  that  a  man 
hath,  not  according  to  that  he  hath  not.”  And  so,  along  with  Hill 
governors,  scholars,  artists,  and  clergymen,  we  have  Hill  Indian 
fighters,  yeomen,  carpenters  and  salesmen. 

Because  people  did  what  they  did,  their  descendants  were  what 
they  were  too.  So,  because  John  Hill  of  Chaffcomb,  England 
decided  not  to  stay  there,  but  to  try  to  better  his  lot  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  his  descendants  are  identified  with  towns  in  northern  Illinois 
and  southern  Wisconsin. 

Because  he  had  been  taught  at  home  that  one  man  doing  his 
best  is  stronger  than  a  horde  of  evil-doers,  Samuel  Hill  with  two 
cohorts  organized  the  world-encircling  Gideon  International  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  personal  dignity  of  the  traveling  salesman. 
His  brothers,  likewise  dignified  their  lives  in  the  mid-west  life  of 
the  early  twentieth  century  as  civil  servant,  manufacturing  executive, 
salesman  and  banker:  each  in  his  place. 
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PREFACE 


Until  recently,  nothing  had  been  published  concerning  John  ( 1) 
Hill  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts  and  his  descendents  except  a 
few  meagre,  incorrect  and  incomplete  accounts  of  certain  branches 
in  works  like  “The  History  of  Sherborn  and  Holliston”,  “The  His¬ 
tory  of  Douglas”,  and  the  “History  of  Bridgewater”.  In  1898, 
Mr.  Lew  Cass  Hill  of  Boston,  a  descendent  of  John  (1)  Hill  of 
Dorchester,  compiled  from  the  above-mentioned  works  and  other 
sources,  an  account  of  his  branch  of  the  family. 

Heretofore  nothing  had  appeared  in  print  in  regard  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  ancestry  of  John  (2)  Hill  of  Dorchester.  A  part  of  this  volume 
includes  material  based  on  data  collected  by  J.  Gardner  Bartlett 
from  various  printed  works  in  relation  to  the  Hill  family  in  Sommer- 
setshire,  England,  with  which  our  John  (l)  Hill  is  believed  to  be 
connected. 

Except  in  the  account  of  the  Hill  family  in  England,  all  the 
other  material  in  this  volume  has  been  compiled  from  original  or 
printed  records  only,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  attain  as 
accurate  result  as  is  possible  in  a  work  of  this  nature. 

Samuel  Eugene  Hill 

1934 


At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Eugene  Hill  in  No¬ 
vember,  1936,  I  came  into  possession  of  his  copious  notes  on  Hill 
family  lineage.  Although  it  was  obvious  that  he  had  begun  the 
long,  careful  job  of  organizing  the  material,  much  remained  in  the 
random  state  of  a  researcher’s  notes.  Having  some  experience  in 
this  field,  I  set  out  to  compile  the  data  in  the  sequence  and  wording 
as  nearly  as  possible  as  Mr.  Hill  had  started  it. 

The  resultant  manuscript  and  several  original  family  charts  which 
I  developed  as  visual  aids  to  the  sequence  of  the  generations  were 
prepared  during  January,  February  and  March,  1937. 

Will  R.  Bolen 
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PART  I 

“  ‘7 'is  the  roast  beef  of  Good  Old  England 
Makes  us  do  the  things  we  do.” 

1440-1600 
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The  Arms  and  Crest  of  William  Hill 
of  Pondsford  in  Pitsminister 
Granted  1570. 


Arms:  Gules,  a  cheveron  engrailed  ermine, 
between  three  garbs,  or, 
within  a  bordure,  arg. 


a  red  shield  with  scalloped 
ermine  cheveron  between  gold 
sheaves  all  bordered  in 
silver. 


Crest:  a  dove  rising  azure 

legged  gules,  holding 
in  its  beak  an  oak  branch 
vert,  fructed  or. 


a  rising  blue  dove  with 
red  legs,  holding  in  its  beak 
a  green  oak  branch  with  gold 
acorns. 
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THE  HITES  IN  ENGLAND 


There  were  always  Hill  families  in  England. 


Some  say  the  name  refers  to  the  homestead  of  the  bearer  —  on 
or  near  a  hill.  This  is  the  old  Anglo-Saxon  name  for  the  word  “hyll” 
which  dates  from  before  the  Norman  Conquest.  Others  prefer  the 
French  origin  dating  from  Robert  de  Hill,  a  follower  of  William 
the  Conqueror.  It  is  from  the  Saxon  line  that  the  American  John 
Hill  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  probably  descends. 

According  to  Media  Research,  the  families  appear  to  have  been 
landed  gentry  and  yeomanry.  Burke’s  “Landed  Gentry  1937  Edi¬ 
tion”  in  the  chapter  on  “The  Past  and  Future  of  the  Landed 
Gentry”  has  this  to  say: 

“Often  the  ‘grand  famille’  which  the  fortunate  bourgeois  founded 
was  content  to  enter  the  Landed  Gentry ;  sometimes,  however,  it 
won  its  way  to  the  Peerage  and  absence  of  any  rule  in  any  of  the 
three  kingdoms  about  ‘ebengeburtigkeit’  made  it  possible  for  a  Peer 
to  marry  a  commoner’s  daughter  without  a  question  of  ‘inorganic 
marriage’  or  diminution  of  the  status  of  the  individual  or  issue  .  .  . 

“Thanes  there  were  in  those  days,  and  of  these  only  a  few  sur¬ 
vived  after  the  Norman  Conquest  as  tennents-in-fief  holding  di¬ 
rectly  from  the  Crown  in  England.  .  .  .  Wastage  by  warfare  tended 
to  throw  lands  into  the  possession  of  heiresses  who  transferred  it  by 
marriage  to  the  newcomers  (Normans)  for  the  valuable  Right  of 
Royal  Wardship  (protection).  This  enabled  the  Crown  to  provide 
for  impecunious  supporters  by  granting  the  hand  of  a  suitable  heiress 
in  marriage.  Thus  the  sons  and  grandsons  (of  yeomen  and  mer¬ 
chants)  came  into  the  Gentry,  and  accounts  for  the  sable  and  ermine, 
symbols  of  nobility,  in  their  arms.” 


T  his  custom  seems  to  have  been  invoked  in  the  case  of  the  I  lills 
of  Pondsford  and  Taunton  in  Pitsminister  whose  arms  bear  ermine 
symbolic  of  nobility  and  sheaves  symbolic  of  their  agrarian  yeomanry. 


William  Hill  of  Taunton,  born  about  1440-1450  married 
Eleanor  in  the  latter  half  of  that  century.  Since  she  had  no  sir-name, 
we  assume  she  was  a  royal  ward. 
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Sir  Roger  Hill,  son  of  William  and  Eleanor,  born  about  1470- 
1475,  established  himself  as  a  merchant  in  Taunton,  his  birth-place, 
where  he  lived  and  died  in  1546.  His  eldest  child,  Sir  John,  died 
without  issue  as  did  a  daughter  Joane,  both  children  by  his  first 
wife.  He  married  second  about  1510,  Margery  who  died  in  1  550. 
In  her  will  dated  June  1,  1548,  she  mentions  Sir  John  Hill  and  his 
sister  Joanne,  children  of  her  husband’s  first  wife,  three  children  of 
her  son,  William  Hill,  children  of  Alexander  Togwell,  son-in-law 
John  Whyte,  son  Robert  and  late  husband,  Roger  Hill. 

William  Hill  of  Pondsford,  grandson  of  William  of  Taunton 
and  second  son  of  Roger  and  Margery  of  Taunton  removed  away 
a  short  distance  from  the  town  of  his  ancestors.  He  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  hamlet  of  Pondsford,  in  Pitsminister,  a  parish  four  miles 
south  of  Taunton,  where  he  died  in  1594  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  It  was  this  William  Hill  of  Pondsford  who  was  granted 
the  Hill  “arms  with  sheaves”  in  1570.  He  had  fourteen  children. 


The  armorial  bearings  of  William  Hill  of  Pondsford  are  de¬ 
scribed:  “Gules  engrailed  a  cheveron  ermine  between  three  garbs  or, 
within  a  bordure  arg.” 

The  crest  is  described:  “  A  dove  rising  azure,  legged  gules,  hold¬ 
ing  in  his  beak  an  oak  branch  vert,  fructed  or.” 

Since  all  the  emblazures  (the  agrarian  wheat,  the  peaceful  dove, 
the  steadfast  English  oak  with  its  golden  fruit)  bespeak  nothing  of 
feats  of  arms,  we  assume  that  the  citation  was  for  something  other 
than  military  service,  probably  monetary,  as  we  believe  the  Hills 
of  Pitsminister  to  have  been  yoemen  merchants  for  several  gener¬ 
ations  in  several  branches  of  the  family. 


It  is  the  grandson  of  this  Williaim  of  Pondsford  from  whom 
the  American  family  of  John  Hill  of  Dorchester  claims  descent. 


John  Hill,  youngest  child  of  William  and  Margery  Hill 
of  Pondsford  was  of  age  in  1592  according  to  the  Visitation  so  was 
probably  born  about  1570.  By  his  father’s  will,  in  1592,  he  received 
ten  pounds,  and  from  the  will  of  his  brother  Thomas  it  appears 
that  this  John  was  married  and  lived  in  Chaffcombe  and  was  the 
father  of  John  Junior  and  Jonathan.  With  nine  brothers  and  four 
sisters  ahead  of  him,  the  share  of  the  family  fortunes  that  came 
to  him  must  have  been  pretty  slim. 


John  Hill,  Junior,  son  of  John  of  Chaffcombe,  was  born  some¬ 
where  about  1600.  John  Hill  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his 
uncle,  I  homas  Hill  the  executor  of  whose  will  is  credited  with 
encouraging  young  Hill  to  migrate  to  New  England. 
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The  following  pedigree  has  been  compiled  from  The  Visita¬ 
tion  Of  Somersetshire  in  1623  together  with  wills  of  various  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family. 


William  ( 1 )  Hill 
of  Taunton 

Roger  (2)  Hill 
of  Taunton 

William  (3)  Hill 
of  Pondsford 

John  (4)  Hill 
of  Chaffcombe 

John  (5)  Hill 
of  Chaffcombe 


b.  1440  or  1450  m.  Eleanor 


b.  1470  or  1475  d.  1476 
b.  about  1  5 1 5  ci.  1 594 


^m.  Alice  Toose 
l  m.  Margery 
^m.  Ann  Trowbridge 
l  m.  Lucy  Ryves 


b.  about  1570  d. 


b.  about  1 600 


m.  Frances 


This  John  (5)  Hill  of  Chaffcombe,  England,  probably  migrated 
as  an  indentured  man  in  his  cousin’s  Dorchester  Company  to  New 
England  and  became  John  (1)  Hill  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 
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DORCHESTER,  MASSACHUSETTS 

The  first  home  of  the  Hill  family  in  America  was  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts,  so  named  in  honor  of  its  founder  who  came  from 
Dorchester,  England. 

The  first  record  of  civilized  man  in  what  became  Dorchester  is 
that  of  Captain  John  Smith  of  Virginia  who  traded  with  the  Indians 
there  in  the  summer  of  1614.  Seven  years  later,  seven  Pilgrims 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Miles  Standish  contracted  with  the 
Indians  there  to  plant  corn. 

The  actual  settlement  of  Dorchester  was  by  two  Associations 
formed  by  the  Reverend  John  White  of  Dorchester,  England  as 
asylum  from  religious  and  political  persecution.  The  charter  was 
granted  by  the  Crown,  Immigration  Companies  were  formed,  one 
of  which  was  under  the  leadership  of  a  John  Hill  who  was  a  cousin 
of  John  Hill  of  Chaffcombe,  England,  from  whom  the  John 
Hill  family  of  Dorchester  claims  descent.  The  founding  group, 
composed  of  one  hundred  forty  passengers  on  the  ship  Mary  and 
John  under  the  command  of  Captain  Squeb,  included  two  min¬ 
isters  and  three  military  men.  “These  were  well-educated,  virtuous 
and  industrious  English  Puritans  who  had  left  comfortable  homes 
with  no  thought  of  returning,  and  who,  like  the  Pilgrims  of 
Plymouth  with  whom  they  established  friendly  relations,  had 
come  for  conscience  sake.” 


Sufferage  was  pendent  upon  church  membership  and  in  1630 
four  members  of  the  Company  petitioned  the  Court  for  rights  of 
Freemen.  In  those  days  of  frontier  hardships,  famine,  and  Indian 
attacks,  the  strong  theocratic  government  and  rigidity  and  con¬ 
formity  to  public  opinion  held  together  the  moral  and  social 
standards  of  the  colonists  had  brought  from  their  home  land.  Indian 
trouble  and  church  politics  plagued  the  early  days  of  the  colony, 
but  the  population  increased  and  eventually  included  the  towns 
of  Milton,  Sharon,  Canton,  Stoughton  and  Foxborough. 

The  original  New  England  Town  Meeting  was  at  Dorchester 
when  in  October  1633  a  meeting  of  Freemen  and  Clergy  was  held 
for  political  purposes. 


The  first  publicly  supported  school  was  established  here  when 
proprietors  of  Thompson  Island  donated  their  holdings  to  the  Town 
for  support  of  a  public  school.  John  1  lill  was  one  of  the  donors. 
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JOHN  HILL  OF  DORCHESTER  MASSACHUSETTS 


John  ( 1 )  Hill,  the  progenator  of  this  family,  is  first  mentioned 
in  the  records  of  the  settlement  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  The 
Dorchester  Records  (printed  in  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Boston 
Record  Commissioners)  contain  the  followig  references  to  him: 

Page  5:  Jan.  6,  1633-4.  It  is  agreed  that  the  Great  Lotts  from 
Mr.  Roscitore’s  to  John  Hill’s  lott  tow(ards)  Naponset  and  eight 
score  in  length  shall  be  forthwith  enclosed  by  good,  sufficient  pale. 

Page  15:  Goodman  Hill  granted  two  acres  of  marsh  on  Feb. 
18,  1635-36. 

Page  28:  John  Hill  granted  one  acre  from  the  Little  Neck 
toward  the  Old  Harbor,  Jan.  2,  1637-38. 

Page  30:  March  1  8,  1638,  in  dividing  the  Neck  Lands  and  cow 
pasture  John  Llill  had  three  acres  and  three  rods  of  the  former 
and  three  acres  and  one  quarter  and  twenty-three  rods  of  the  latter. 

Page  58:  In  1644,  a  “waye”  was  laid  out  from  the  house  of  John 
Hill  in  the  Great  Lotts  to  the  house  of  Robert  Pierce  on  Pine  Neck. 

Page  75:  On  Feb.  2,  1646-47,  John  Hill  was  one  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  who  signed  an  agreement  appointing  three  Roxbury  men 
arbitrators  on  lot  boundaries. 

Page  104-106:  On  February  7,  1641-2,  John  Hill  was  among 
the  Proprietors  who  transferred  their  rights  in  Thompson’s  Island 
to  the  town  of  Dorchester,  the  income  therefrom  to  be  forever 
used  towad  maintaining  a  free  school  in  Dorchester. 


From  the  above  records  first  quoted,  it  is  evident  that  John  ( 1) 
Hill  was  in  Dorchester  as  early  as  1633,  and  judging  from  the 
vital  records  of  his  children  and  grandchildren,  he  was  married 
about  1629,  so  it  is  likely  he  was  born  not  far  from  1603. 


After  1644,  John  Hill’s  residence  was  in  that  part  of  Dorchester 
called  IJcaty,  later  called  Milton.  In  1733  his  descendents  sold 
their  rights  in  the  undivided  lands  of  Stoughton  and  all  this  area 
became  a  part  of  greater  Boston. 


Frances,  the  wife  of  John  Hill,  was  born  in  1608.  She  was 
admitted  to  Dorchester  church  in  1638.  So  if  women  had  enjoyed 
suffrage  in  those  days,  she  would  have  been  entitled  to  vote.  On 
Feb.  13,  1667-8,  the  widow  Hill  was  taxed  on  eighteen  acres  in 
the  “Great  Lotts.”  (Dorchester  Town  Records  p.  147)  On  Febru¬ 
ary  18,  1671-2,  Daughters  Hannah  and  Rebecca  were  dismissed 
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to  the  Taunton  Church.  (Dorchester  Church  Records  p.  11.)  These 
records  tend  to  show  that  it  was  the  daughter  of  Frances  Hill 
who  married  Jonas  Austin  on  December  14,  1667,  not  the  widow 
of  John  TIil]  as  stated  in  Pope’s  “Pioneers  of  Massachusetts.” 

“John  Hill  of  Great  Lotts  departed  out  of  this  life  the  31st 
day  of  May,  1664.”  He  had  made  his  will  April  11,  1660.  The 
bulk  of  his  estate  was  left  to  his  wife,”  for  a  maintainance  and  the 
bringing  up  of  my  children.” 

He  died  in  Dorchester  in  1664,  about  thirty  years  after  his 
arrival  in  New  England  as  the  landless  ninth  son  of  English 
yoeman  stock. 


Having  accumulated  a  sizeable  fortune  as  farmer,  blacksmith  and 
land-owner,  and  having  sired  five  sons,  including  a  pair  of  twins, 
and  eight  daughters,  John  Hill  left  a  goodly  record  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  serving  among  other  unpopular  capacities  as  the 
“seating  of  the  meeting  house,”  the  settling  of  property  boundaries, 
and  the  arbitrating  of  differences  between  the  two  ministers  of  the 
town.  He  donated  some  land  for  the  creation  of  a  “waye”  and 
was  one  of  several  proprietors  to  donate  their  holdings  in  Thomp¬ 
son’s  Island  for  support  of  the  first  public  school  in  New  England. 

He  appears  to  have  been  an  orderly  and  respected  member  of 
the  community  there  being  no  record  of  any  offense  against  him 
toward  either  the  state  or  the  church.  There  is  no  record  of  his 
having  been  a  member  of  the  church  in  which  case  he  would  not 
have  been  a  voting  politician.  His  wife  Frances  was  associated  with 
the  church  and  his  children  appear  on  church  records.  In  his  will 
John  (1)  Hill  signed,  “X,”  so  he  may  have  been  illiterate. 
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LAST  WILL  OF  JOHN  (1)  HILL  OF  DORCHESTER 

Made  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  1660 
(N.E.  Register,  Vol.  12,  p.  346) 

I  give  unto  my  eldest  sonne,  John  Hill,  that  Estate  of  myne 
now  in  his  hands,  &  for  rememberance  I  gie  unto  him  5s. 

For  the  rest  of  my  Estate,  house,  lands  &  moveables  I  give  unto 
my  wife  Frances  during  her  life  for  her  maintainance,  and  for  ye 
Bringing  up  of  my  children  and  at  her  Death  my  will  is  that  my 
whole  Estate  bee  given  unto  my  nine  youngest  children,  or  so 
many  of  them  as  shall  be  then  alive,  Always  provided  there  re¬ 
spect  be  had  to  my  sonne  Samuel  who  hath  been  helpful  unto 
me  in  my  Infirm  Dayes. 

I  give  my  wife  power  to  dispose  of  any  parte  of  my  Estate  as 
shee  shall  judge  meet  with  the  Advise  of  my  Loving  Friends,  Tho. 
Tileston  &  John  Minott. 

My  dau.  Mary  having  had  her  portion  according  to  my  abilitye 
alreadye  I  doe  for  Rememberance  give  her  5s  and  being  confident 
of  the  Faithfulness  and  Care  of  my  beloved  Wife,  I  make  her 
my  Executrix  of  this  my  Last  Will. 

(Signed)  John  X  Hill 

(Signed  in  the  presence  of 

Thos.  Tileston,  Timothy  Tileston,  John  Minot 
who  deposed  30,  -4th-  1  664) 

(Inventory  of  estate  taken  June  9,  1664,  by 
Thomas  Tileston  and  John  Minot.:  28 1  -  Is) 

( Frances  Hill  deposed  of  this  will  of  her  late  husband 
June  30,  1  664) 
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3.  Rebecca 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  AND  FRANCES  HILL 

1.  JOHN  (2)  born  about  1630  probably  in  England. 

2.  Frances  born  about  1  63 2  j  dismissed  to  Taunton  Church 

June  23,  1674;  married  as  second  wife,  Dec.  14, 
1667,  Jonas  Austin,  Sr.  of  Taunton  who  died 
there  July  30,  1683.  She  died  in  Dorchester  Nov. 
18,  1676.  No  children. 

born  about  1 634  in  Dorchester.  Admitted  to 
DorchesterChurch  Feb.  12,  1664-5.  Dismissed  to 
Taunton  Church  Feb.  18,  1671-2.  Married  Feb. 
25,  1667-8  Joseph  Gray  of  Taunton  who  survived 
her.  She  died  May  13,  1676.  Three  children, 
born  about  1636.  Married  Feb.  12,  1656-7  Thomas 
Breck,  moved  to  Sherborn.  Died  August  15,  1726. 
Eleven  children. 

5.  Samuel  born  and  baptized  1638.  Resided  in  Dorchester. 

Married  Martha;  died  Jan.  12,  1708-9.  Nine 
children. 

6.  Jonathan  baptized  July  12,  1640.  Settled  in  Bridgewater 

where  he  was  living  as  late  as  Jan.  2,  1  708-9.  His 
wife  Mary  was  living  as  late  as  Dec.  1718.  Four 


4.  Mary 


7.  Hannah 


8.  Mercy 


9.  Ruth 


1  0.  Ebenezer 


1 1 .  Israel 


12.  Martha 

13.  Mahitable 


children. 

baptized  Dec.  1641.  Admitted  to  Dorchester 

Church  Mar.  9,  1661.  Dismissed  to  Taunton 

Church  Feb.  18,  1671;  married  Daniel  Fisher  of 

Taunton  in  1662.  Nine  children. 

baptized  Jan.  8,  1642-3;  married  Elkanan  Willis 

of  Bridgewater;  died  July  7,  1709.  At  least  two 

children. 

born  August  1644.  Married,  July  19,  1664,  Roger 
Willis  of  Sudbury  where  she  died  Sept.  1,  1  736, 
the  last  survivor  of  the  children  of  John  and 
Hill.  Eight  children. 

born  1646;  settled  in  Bridgewater  about  1682; 
fought  in  King  Phillip’s  War;  died  in  1696;  mar¬ 
ried  first  in  1683  Ruth  Bailey;  two  children  and 
married  second  Sarah  in  1692.  One  son  by  sec¬ 
ond  wife. 

twin  to  Ebenezar,  resided  in  Dorchester;  admin¬ 
istration  record  of  his  estate  says:  “slain  by  the 
heathen  in  the  Country’s  service”  and  the  inventory 
lists  “sword,  bret  and  carpenter  tools.”  Unmarried, 
baptized  Aug.  20,  1648. 

baptized  Feb.  18,  1650.  Died  unmarried  in  Dor¬ 
chester,  1679. 
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SHERBORN  MASSACHUSETTS 


Four  generations  of  the  Hill  family  in  America  made  their 
home  in  Sherborn,  Massachusetts. 

Executors  of  the  estate  of  Captain  Robert  Kayne  who  died  in 
1655  purchased  the  land  of  the  deceased,  some  thousand  acres  on 
the  Charles  River  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  south-east  of  Boston. 
These  enterprising  purchasers  were  John  Hill  and  three  brothers- 
in-law. 


A  meeting  house  and  stone  garrison  were  constructed  in  the 
section  known  as  Boggestow,  but  in  1662  the  settlers  petitioned 
for  a  town  of  their  own  because  Medford  was  too  far  away  for 
them  to  attend  church,  pay  taxes  and  establish  family  records. 
John  Hill  was  one  of  the  petitioners,  but  their  plea  was  not  granted 
till  1674  when  the  name  of  Sherborn  was  assigned  to  the  new 
town.  John  Hill  was  one  of  the  committee  assigned  to  organize 
the  new  town,  but  their  work  was  interrupted  by  Indian  wars 
lead  by  King  Phillip. 


The  first  item  of  business  after  the  Indian  War  had  ended  with 
the  death  of  King  Phillip,  was  establishment  of  a  meeting  house 
and  the  appointment  of  a  minister.  In  the  early  theocracies  of 
New  England,  church  politics  were  grim  and  often  bitter.  To  en- 
duce  action  among  dissenting  factions,  the  General  Court  granted 
freedom  from  a  rate  of  taxation  provided  they  supply  themselves 
with  a  minister.  Still  unable  to  agree  among  themselves  the 
inhabitants  of  Sherborn  allowed  the  General  Court  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  govern  their  town  till  they  finally  called  a  minister 
and  put  up  a  Meeting  House.  The  minister’s  salary  was  paid 
by  poll  tax  and  if  any  refused  to  pay  the  sums  assessed,  goods  and 
chatties  were  held  four  days  to  cover j  if  the  tax  were  still  not 
forthcoming,  “then  seize  the  Bodie  of  the  Person  so  refusing  and 
commit  him  to  the  Common  Gaol,  there  to  remain  until  he  pay.” 
Seven  of  the  Hill  family  paid  the  Church  tax.  This  is  an  example 
of  the  early  relation  between  Church  and  State  in  New  England. 

With  increased  population,  Sherborn  was  granted  additional 
acreage  purchased  by  the  General  Court  from  the  Indians,  and 
divided  by  lot  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  When  the  com¬ 
mittee  made  its  report  on  the  apportioning  of  the  lots,  it  recorded 
that  “Old  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hill  appeared  and  freely  undertook  to 
pay  off  and  satisfy  ye  committee  and  surveyor  for  their  services.” 


‘Sherborn  supported  the  colonies  in  the  Revolution 
chased  three  cannons.  A  company  of  fifty-three  Minute 
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ordered  to  Lexington  upon  receipt  of  word  of  the  battle  there. 
A  building  was  erected  for  storage  of  provisions  for  the  army  and 
Jedidiah  Phipps  was  employed  by  the  provincial  government  to 
manufacture  salt  petre.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  of 
Sherborn  served  in  the  wars  of  1775  and  1812  of  whom  three  per¬ 
cent  were  members  of  the  Hill  family:  Caleb,  Moses,  Zedekiah, 
Jessee  and  Whitney.  Daniel  Hill  who  became  the  ancestor  of 
Samuel  (  10)  Hill  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  too,  but  by  1775  he 
was  living  in  Spencer. 
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JOHN  HILL  OK  SHERBORN  MASSACHUSETTS 

John  (2)  Hill-John  (1)  was  born  about  1630  and  lived  in 
Dorchester  till  the  time  of  his  marriage.  In  1657,  he  joined  a 
party  who  purchased  from  the  Indians  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the 
then-frontier  beyond  Medfield  on  which  they  settled.  This  un¬ 
incorporated  area  was  for  several  years  known  as  Boggestow,  and 
though  outside  the  limits  of  Medfield,  its  inhabitants  attended 
church  and  paid  taxes  in  Medfield  and  the  vital  records  of  their 
families  were  recorded  there.  John  Hill  was  one  of  a  citizens’ 
committee  who  petitioned  and  achieved  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  thereafter  known  as  Sherborn. 

In  1682  a  tract  of  three  thousand  acres  was  purchased  for  the 
town  from  the  Indians,  and  in  the  division,  John  Hill  was  granted 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Four  years  later,  he  with  three  others 
purchased  of  Indian  John  Awasamog  two  thousand  acres  in  the 
name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sherborn.  Both  he  and  his  son  Ebenezer 
were  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  finally  extinguishing  the  Indian  title 
to  the  land  on  which  the  town  of  Sherborn  was  located.  The  tax 
of  John  Hill  was  the  highest  among  all  the  proprietors  so  assessed. 

In  consequent  divisions  of  public  lands,  John  Eli  11  drew  several 
shares  and  became  a  large  property  holder.  His  last  draw  appears 
to  have  been  in  October  1715  when  he  drew  lot  Number  5,  about 
twenty  acres  in  the  section  that  later  became  Douglas. 

One  of  the  richest  men  in  the  community,  John  Hill  seems  to 
have  been  very  public-spirited  serving  on  civic  committees  and 
holding  offices  as  constable  and  selectman.  In  these  ways  he  re¬ 
sembled  his  father  in  helping  establish  the  English  ways  of  life 
in  the  wilderness  colonies. 

John  (2)  Hill  married  first  about  1653  Hannah  whose  par¬ 
entage  has  not  been  established  but  who  was  a  legatee  of  the  will 
of  Abraham  Martin  of  Rehoboth  and  who  died  in  November  1690. 
His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Benjamen  Bullard  of 
Sherborn.  She  died  Dec.  1,  1719. 

John  (2)  Hill  died  in  Januray  1717-18  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven.  In  his  will  dated  the  previous  December,  he  mentions  son- 
in-law  James  Adams  and  daughter  Abigail,  daughter  Mary  Ellis, 
heirs  of  daughter  Hannah  and  heirs  of  daughter  Sarah  j  Executors 
son  Samuel  and  step-son  Eleazer  Bullard.  (Middelex  County  Pro¬ 
bate  Records.) 

He  died  in  the  home  he  had  built  in  the  southerly  part  of  Sher¬ 
born  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Charles  River  about  half  a  mile  north 
of  Boggestow  Pond  where  he  had  improved  a  large  pond. 
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THE  CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  (2)  HILL  John  (1) 


1.  Samuel  b.  about  1654  d.  1734 

2.  Ebenezer  b.  about  1656  d.  1723 


3.  Abigail 

b.  1657 

d.  1689 

4.  John 

b.  1660 

d.  1738 

5.  Mary 

b.  1662 

d.  1729 

6.  ELEAZER  b.  1664 

d.  1725 

7.  Johnson 

b.  1666 

d. young 

8.  Hannah 

b.  about  1 668 

d.  1691 

9.  Sarah 

b.  about  1670 

0.  Abigail 

b.  1  694 

d.  1736 

married  Hannah  Twitchell 
married  Mary  White 
married  Hopestill  Leland 
married  Harman  Rockwell 
married  John  Ellis 
married  Sarah  Breck  (  1  ) 
his  cousin 

Rebecca  Richardson  (2) 

married  Daniel  Pond,  Jr. 
married  John  Perry,  Jr. 
married  James  Adams 


The  second  Abigail  was  the  child  of  John  (2)  Hill  and  his 
second  wife,  Elizabeth.  She  married  James  Adams  of  Sherborn 
who  was  born  July  7,  1693.  They  had  six  children. 
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ELEAZER  HILL  SENIOR  OF  SHERBORN 

Eleazer  (3)  Hill-John  (2),  John  (1)  was  born  in  Medfield, 
now  Sherborn,  June  29,  1664,  and  died  September  28,  1  725.  He 
married  first  July  6,  1638,  his  cousin  Sarah  Breck  whose  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  John  (1)  Hill  of  Dorchester.  I  hey  had  six 
children.  His  second  wife  was  Rebecca  Clark  Richardson  whose 
daughter  by  a  former  marriage  later  married  Eleazer  Hill  Junior. 

In  Sherborn  records  of  October  10,  1715,  Eleazer  Hill  is 
mentioned  as  drawing  lot  46  in  a  new  tract  of  land  of  four  thousand 
acres  lying  west  of  Mendone,  known  as  Douglas.  Again  in  1726, 
Eleazer  participated  when  more  land  was  secured  by  the  town 
and  he  drew  lot  127.  As  early  as  1688,  he  was  assessed  on  his 
original  holding  of  thirty-three  acres.  He  was  assessed  in  1721 
when  a  special  levy  was  made  to  raise  the  minister’s  salary. 

In  October  1703,  Eleazor  Hill,  Senior  was  appointed  guardian 
for  his  children  Eleazor  Junior ,  Moses ,  Nathaniel ,  Ruth  and  Solomon 
of  their  interests  in  the  estate  of  their  grandfather,  Thomas  Breck. 

A  well-to-do  farmer  and  land-holder,  Eleazer  (3)  died  inter¬ 
state  at  Sherborn  where  he  had  lived  all  his  life. 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  ELEAZER  (3)  HILL 

( John  2)  (John  1 ) 


ELEAZER, 

JR. 

b.  1688 

d. 

1781 

married  Rebecca  Richardson 

Sarah 

b.  1690 

d. 

young 

Solomon 

b.  1 69 1 

married  Mary 

Nathanial 

b.  1 693 

•  ,  ^JClizabeth  Phillips(  1 ) 
married  ,,  ...  . 

1 1  iannah  1  iaven( 2 ) 

Ruth 

b.  1 696 

d. 

1747 

married  John  I  lolbrook 

Moses 

b.  1 699 

d. 

1735 

married  I  Iannah  Hill 
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ELEAZER  JUNIOR  HILL  CALLED  DOCTOR 


Eleazer,  Junior  (4)  HiJl  was  the  eldest  child  of  Sarah  and 
Eleazer  (3)  of  Sherborn,  and  was  fourth  in  his  line  of  Hills  in 
America.  Born  in  Sherborn  January  1,  1688,  he  became  a  large 
land-owner  like  his  father  and  grandfather.  Along  with  his  father, 
he  twice  drew  land  allotments  in  the  new  Sherborn  grants,  draw¬ 
ing  lot  18  in  the  first  division  and  lot  105  in  the  second.  When 
in  1721  the  town  levied  a  special  assessment  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  ministers’  salary,  Eleazer  Junior,  along  with  his  father 
and  brother  Ebenezer  and  several  of  their  children  were  included 
in  the  assessment. 

In  the  record  of  early  members  of  the  medical  profession  of 
the  town  of  Sherborn,  Eleazer  Hill  was  listed  as  “Doctor.”  He 
had  no  professional  training  but  he  had  a  “way”  with  herbs  which 
he  collected  and  prescribed  for  their  medicinal  qualities.  The  record 
reads  “He  was  celebrated  for  his  skill  in  medicine  and  surgery  and 
his  wife  for  her  skill  in  the  obstetric  arts.”  This  is  another  example 
of  how  Hill  men  offered  their  humble  best  to  the  service  of  their 
fellow  men. 

He  married  his  step-sister  Rebecca  Richardson,  daughter  by  a 
former  marriage  of  his  father’s  second  wife  and  they  had  seven 
children. 

As  both  Eleazer  and  Rebecca  had  their  parents’  first  names,  they 
were  sometimes  referred  to  in  the  records  as  ‘the  Juniors.’ 


THE  CHILDREN  OE  ELEAZER  JUNIOR  (4)  HILL 

(Elizer3)  (John  2)  (John  1  ) 


1. 

ASA 

b.  1713 

married 

2. 

William 

b.  1715 

married 

3. 

Joseph 

b.  1718 

married 

4. 

Rebecca 

b.  1721 

married 

5. 

Elizabeth 

b.  1723 

married 

6. 

Ruth 

b.  1726 

d.  1813 

7. 

Daniel 

b.  1732 

d.  1735 

Sarah  Hill  of  Malden — his  cousin 
Joanna  Savin,  Keb.  19,  1752 
Hannah  Stone,  Mar.  9,  1752 
William  Rider,  Apr.  10,  1746 

^  Jo  Cozzens,  Nov.  2,  1  742(  1 ) 
/Pat  Shays,  Oct.,  30,  1765(2) 
married  Moses  Leanerd  in  1748 
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ASA  HILL  YEOMAN 


Asa  (5)  HiJl  was  the  son  of  Eleazer  Junior  (4)  and  Rebecca 
>fr  Hill  of  Sherborn.  Born  Eebruary  12,  1/13,  he  was  the  fourth 
generation  of  the  family  to  make  Sherborn  its  home.  In  May  1  734, 
he  married  his  cousin,  Sarah  Hill,  daughter  of  Moses  Hill  of 
Malden.  Of  the  nine  children,  three  were  named  Sarah.  The 
two  died  young,  but  the  third  survived  as  the  name-sake  of  her 
mother  and  grandmother. 

In  deeds  of  the  period,  Asa  Hill  is  called  “yeoman.”  Webster 
defines  yeoman  as  “a  man  of  the  commonality  of  the  first  or  most 
respectable  class.”  As  scion  of  four  generations  of  pioneer  stock  in 
that  community,  Asa  probably  deserved  the  accolade.  We  wonder, 
therefore,  what  was  the  cause  of  his  removal  at  the  age  of  about 
forty  from  Sherborn  to  Shrewsbury,  Massachusetts. 

Asa  served  as  sergeant  in  two  campaigns  against  Crown  Point 
during  the  French  and  Indian  Wars  from  April  27  to  December  10, 
1759,  and  from  June  16  to  December  2,  1760.  His  two  sons,  Asa 
Junior  and  Daniel  accompanied  him  on  these  expeditions. 

It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  Asa  appeared  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  stipulating  “that  some  time  ago  he  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  lose  his  house  and  most  of  his  furniture  by  fire  twice  in 
the  space  of  two  years  and  thereby  is  reduced  to  great  difficulties. 
And  last  year  being  in  the  Service  at  the  Westward,  he  had  all  his 
clothes  stolen  except  what  he  had  on;  so  having  lost  nearly  all  his 
substance  has  no  way  to  maintain  himself  and  his  family.  He 
therefore  prays  for  a  grant  of  some  land  in  the  Green  Wood,  so 
called.” 


On  April  21,  1762,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  passed  an 
act  confirming  to  Asa  Hill  of  Shrewsbury  two-hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Hartwood,  and  two  days  later  granted  him  twenty-five  pounds 
“for  his  sufferings  in  full.”  This  area  with  some  additions  was 
later  formed  into  the  towns  of  Washington  and  Lee,  Massachusetts. 


1  he  wealth  of  the  rich  Hills  of  Sherborn  seems  to  have  dissi¬ 
pated  as  far  as  Asa  was  concerned  and  his  son  Daniel  went  west 
to  seek  his  fortunes  in  a  new  place. 


*  AulHoft  $  to /W&c-Tioi v 


19 


M05TY  A  MM  /. 


;r  ,i  i  i  rl/  r'  tn  aa  lo  <  i  '  :rr  at  \ 

i  ,  .  .  '  ''  1  !  •  ’  A 

•>a  k>  ;nii  nun  t,.t  n  an  jid  r^ov  on 

K  .’kirn  aiing  bnt  .  rn 

:  >:  4.;/'  OI  i‘J'|  •  to  «•.'  b  >1 I 

M/i"‘  *io  t  nil  *j,n i  ^  -rliitoftinito  a/i'j  bi  rti^nrs  i  •:*  iifcin  nj>  x^niiob 

>  ■  “  )i  r  *,  *  i i  ,  n  >i  "  u  >  J-'Yv/n  nt 

■  ’  1  .•  j  /  i  b  :  *iq  «  \  /,  li/ui  mo:  h.tU 

- 

ii  *  ny^nJ  wa  •  •  tr  j«  l*  ©  )  in  >>  <f,c  '-v.  •  .7 

rrr  <-;i‘  {  (  )  \  S.  *)  rfc.rb  <  n  '  7  rn;ib»  I  lu,i.  mim-i  gnhub 

nv  t  I  .  xim  a  O  '  >i  .  .i  » 1  bur  77  I 

liiiii  boi:  i  s n xC l  ■  i  in.;! 

;  i  o  vi  ;  il  /  r:ii;  fu  I  .  tr;  lo  ]*<>•«!  ban  *  ?.•  >r  «  irl  !  4  *mu} 

•M  il  r.  {y  K  u  (  ;•;!  0/  1..  .  W  .  ■ '  0  ,  ,p  K>;  ) 

.  ’>r,  i(  ;  7fi  f.  KKU  (.;?  V.  o/i  2M  ;U<lu* 

5$Tt  )  •  \  ft’  bn?  i  who*  k)  Ji  t  i  :•  i  *yj;iq  yiokilof'r 

.bo  Mm 

j  }<.,  '■  ■  ;o  ;  Jll  f'  k  >»•!  1  V  I  ■  n<:  •  :*i(  ) 

r  . ! S/i  li  <  •.  r  !  ^  f(  i. * 

'i  -  >A  ,‘J  i  bn  m.1  ;  -  r  i  >  ha  wot  u'fi  b  fit  ioi  ioIkI 


•  .  li  i  o)  fjfn  ,  .•  ;  ■!■)(!  j !  r  i  fi'u  .  :jr\  J  •  >  :  >|f  JV/  :.wf  •• 

1  v  v  i  ■■  r  b.-<,  b'.,,  ,i  j  *£w  i  - A  ins  *u:i  jJisq 

*j,  /  jf!  f  n ,  /  •  i  j  Viol  ifici  o) 


i  c»r»i:  vfv  0  '  > 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  ASA  (5)  HILL 
(Eleazer4)  (Eleazer3)  (John  2)  (John  1) 


L  Sarah 

2.  Asa 

3.  Olive 

4.  Sarah 

5.  Martha 

6.  DANIEL 

7.  Eleazer 

8.  Sarah 

9.  Tabitha 


born  Aug.  21,1  736  died  in  infancy 
born  Sept.  3,  1737 
born  1739 

born  Jan.  29,  1  740  died  young 
born  Apr.  29,  1  742 

born  Apr.  19,  1744  died  Feb.  6,  1  837 

married  Mary  Clark  1769 

born  Mar.  18,  1 745 
born  Aug.  24,  1 749 
born  May  8,  1751 
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SPENCER  MASSACHUSETTS 


Spencer  was  originally  a  part  of  Leichester  and  was  not  to  enjoy 
rights  as  a  separate  town  till  1763  when  it  was  invested  with  “all 
the  powers  that  towns  do  or  may  enjoy,  that  of  sending  a  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  General  Assembly  only  excepted.”  It  was  not  till 
July  17,  1776  that  the  Selectmen  acted  upon  a  Resolution  of  the 
Continental  Congress  and  elected  Oliver  Watson  as  their  repre¬ 
sentative. 


In  1721,  a  Samuel  Bemis  bought  four  hundred  acres  in  Spencer 
and  became  the  first  permanent  settler.  He  erected  the  first  frame 
house  in  the  town  and  it  is  said  that  he  frequently  lodged  Indians  in 
his  house  for  fear  of  whom  his  wife  went  to  Sudbury  for  her  con¬ 
finement  riding  the  fifty  miles  through  dense  wilderness. 


By  1763,  the  population  had  increased  to  about  five  hundred 
according  to  Draper’s  “History  of  Spencer”,  and  when  the  first 
United  States  census  was  taken  in  1790,  the  population  of  Spencer 
was  about  thirteen  hundred. 


According  to  Draper’s  history,  “Upon  being  called  on  to  furnish 
their  quota  of  soldiers  to  fill  up  the  Continental  Army,  the  town 
voted  to  allow  $67  bounty  to  each  man  who  should  enlist  for  three- 
years  or  the  duration  of  the  war.  The  town  was  also  called  upon 
to  furnish  blankets  and  one  pair  of  shirts,  hose,  and  other  clothing 
at  the  rate  of  one  set  for  everv  male  in  town  over  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Then  on  March  10,  1778,  the  town  voted  that  the  Selectmen 
make  provision  for  families  of  Continental  soldiers  who  were  out 
in  the  service  of  the  Country.  One  hundred  dollars  was  allowed 
each  soldier. 


“Continental  currency  was  not  plentiful,  but  the  Revolutionary 
Department  of  Currency  established  standard  rates  of  barter  that 
included:  50c  a  bu.  for  corn;  67c  for  rye;  $20  for  men’s  shoes; 
$13.33  for  a  barrel  of  cider;  $9  per  week  for  labor;  $6.67  per 
week  for  women’s  work,”  according  to  l  ower’s  “1  listory  of  Spencer”. 

A  descendent  of  Daniel  Hill  visiting  Spencer  in  1912  called  on 
the  daughters  of  Sullivan  Hill  who  still  lived  in  the  old  home  in 
Hi  1  Isvi  1  le,  that  settlement  of  several  I  Iill  families  three  miles  north 
of  Spencer  which  became  identifiable  as  a  village.  It  had  its  own 
mill  and  store,  its  own  chair  factory  and  blacksmith,  its  own  team¬ 
ster  and  midwife,  all  owned  by  members  of  the  1  lill  families  there. 
But  the  Hills  went  to  church  and  Town  Meeting  in  Spencer  and 
when  they  died,  they  were  buried  there.  When  Mildred  (11)1  Iill 
Bolen  visited  Spencer  in  I960,  Mr.  Le  !\oy  Ames,  a  great  great- 
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grandson  of  Daniel  Hill,  Senior,  was  living  in  Spencer,  but  not  one 
Hill  family  was  left  in  Hillsville. 

Mrs.  Andrew  Yiaski  and  her  daughter  from  New  York  City 
had  bought  the  fine  old  Jonathan  Hill  home  which  they  had  painted 
barn  red.  A  Mrs.  Grenovich  lived  in  the  Washington  Hill  home 
on  the  northwest  side  of  Brookfield  Road.  The  chair  factory  that 
had  produced  a  thousand  chairs  a  year  in  Jonathan  Hill’s  time  had 
been  razed,  and  only  a  dry  well-hole  and  shapeless  lilac  bush  marked 
the  place  where  Clark  Hill  had  bedded  down  his  large  family  of 
children  in  the  basement.  A  descendent  of  the  original  settler,  Mr. 
Robert  Bemis,  still  lived  in  his  ante-bellum  home  on  main  street 
and  sold  antiques  in  the  former  carriage  house  across  from  the  lovely 
old  Congregational  Church  and  new  City  Building. 

The  dining  room  of  the  hundred-year-old  Hotel  Massasoit  was 
opened  to  accommodate  the  wedding  breakfast  of  the  town  mayor’s 
daughter  who  was  that  morning  married  in  the  modern  Catholic 
Church  at  the  top  of  the  hill. 

Sic  Transit  Hillsville. 
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DANIEL  HILL  SOLDIER  OF  THE 
A M  ER I C A N  R E VOL l JT  ION 


Daniel  (6)  Hill  was  the  sixth  in  his  line  and  the  son  of  Asa 
(5)  and  Sarah  Hill.  Born  April  19,  1744,  he  left  home  and  settled 
near  Spencer,  Massachusetts,  some  thirty  miles  northwest  of  his 
native  Sherborn.  On  September  28,  1769,  he  married  Mary  Clark, 
daughter  of  Mathias  Clark,  formerly  of  Leichester  and  became  the 
forebear  of  the  numerous  Hill  clan  of  Hillsville  and  their  des- 
cendents. 


Mary  Clark  Hill,  whose  father  had  settled  in  Spencer  in  1  745, 
was  of  a  distinguished  New  England  family.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Thadius  Clark,  served  as  Lieutenant  in  the  old  French  and  Indian 
Wars  of  1689  and  was  slain  by  Indians  at  that  time.  Mary  Clark 
Hill’s  mother  was  sister  of  Joshua  Eaton,  an  early  day  missionary 
to  the  Indians. 


Daniel  Hill’s  home  was  located  a  few  miles  north  of  the  town 
of  Spencer  and  became  the  birthplace  of  the  many  Hill  families 
that  comprised  the  village  of  Hillsville. 

Before  migrating  to  Spencer,  Daniel  served  with  his  father  and 
brother  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  in  two  campaigns  against 
Crown  Point  and  in  1760  was  carried  to  Canada  as  prisoner  where, 
according  to  “American  Ancestry”  (Vol.  9.  l’l  29)  he  endured  much 
suffering. 


A  David  Prouty  of  Spencer,  also  in  this  service  was  later  Daniel’s 
captain  in  the  American  Revolution. 

In  The  War  of  the  American  Revolution,  Daniel  saw  service 
twice.  His  record  in  “Massachusetts  Soldiers  and  Sailors”  Vol  7, 
folio  178  reads: 


“Daniel  Hill,  Private,  Captain  Josiah  White’s  Company.  Lieut. 
Col.  Benjamin  Flagg’s  Division,  Samuel  Denney’s  ( Worchester 
County)  Regiment  marched  August  21,  1777;  discharged  August 
23,  1777;  service  five  days  including  two  days  (forty  miles)  travel; 
Company  marched  to  Hadley  on  an  alarm  at  the  Northland.  Roll 
dated  Spencer. 

“Captain  David  Prouty’s  Company,  Major  Asa  Baldwin’s  Di¬ 
vision,  Col.  Samuel  Denney’s  (Worchester  County)  Regiment 
marched  September  27,  1777;  discharged  October  18,  1777;  service 
one  month  including  eight  days  (  159  miles)  travel  home;  Company 
marched  to  re-inforce  northern  army.  Roll  dated  Spencer.” 

(One  day’s  service  equals  twenty  miles  out  of  town) 
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From  the  service  of  this  humble  private  what  numberless  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution  trace  their  lineage!  To  people  like 
him,  no  Jess  than  to  the  Washingtons  and  the  Jeffersons  we  owe  our 
priceless  gift  of  freedom.  Each  man’s  life  is  his  own  to  give  and 
Daniel  Hill  offered  his  against  the  Indians,  against  the  French  and 


against  the  British. 


Years  afterward  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  at  Spencer  in 
1896,  it  was  ordered  that  bronze  markers  be  placed  at  the  grave  of 
each  Revolutionary  soldier  so  far  as  was  known.  Unfortunately 
many  graves  could  not  be  identified,  but  Daniel  Hill’s  was  one 
designated  to  be  so  marked.  A  descendent  visiting  the  grave  in  the 
old  Spencer  Church  Yard  in  1960  found  no  bronze  marker  at  the 
grave,  although  the  slate-like  markers  at  their  head  mark  the  resting 
place  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Hill. 

The  old  home  farm  seems  to  have  been  divided  and  passed  out 
of  the  family.  At  one  time  it  was  owned  by  a  Henry  Belcher,  but 
as  late  as  1912,  the  house  was  owned  or  at  least  used  by  Bethel 
Biible  School.  It  was  not  far  from  the  old  homestead  of  Joshua  and 
Sullivan  Hill,  Daniel’s  son  and  grandson  whose  descendents  still 
lived  there  in  191  8. 

Joshua,  Clark  and  Daniel,  Junior  lived  in  Spencer,  Nathan  set¬ 
tled  in  Ohio,  and  Jonathan  moved  to  Braintree,  Massachusetts. 
Betsy  married  Will  Boynes  in  1908  and  Molly  married  James  Kent 
of  Brookfield. 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  DANIEL  SENIOR  (6)  HILL 
Asa  (5 )  Eleazer  (4)  Eleazer  (  3 )  John  (  2)  John  ( 1 ) 


1.  Joshua 

2.  CLARK 

3.  Daniel 

4.  Nathan 


born  1772 

born  1774  died  1836 
born  1777 
born  1779 


5.  Jonathan  born  1781 

6.  Betsy  born  1785  died  1823 

7.  Molly  born  1787 


Married  1795  Marian  Briggs 
Married  Anna  Mann 
Married  1804  Salley  Small 
Married  Joanne  Bennet  (  1  ) 
Lucy  Bennet  (  2) 
Married  Polly  Wilcot 

Married  1808  William  Boynes 
Married  1811  James  Kent  of 
Braintree,  Mass. 
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PART  1 II 

“Man  blows  the  earth  and  sleeps  beneath .  ” 

1775-1833 
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CLARK  HILL 


Clark  Hill,  seventh  in  the  line  of  John  of  Dorchester,  was  the 
second  son  of  Daniel  (6)  and  Mary  Hill.  Born  April  5,  1774,  he 
was  given  his  mother’s  maiden  name.  He  married  Anna  Mann  of 
Richmond,  New  Hampshire  February  17,  1799. 

Clark  was  a  poor  man  who  seemed  to  reckon  his  wealth  in  a 
hoard  of  children.  Tradition  credits  him  with  twenty-one  off-spring, 
but  family  records  account  for  only  seventeen.  Both  Tower  and 
Draper  in  their  histories  of  Spencer  mention  that  on  a  report  that 
the  Clark  Hill  children  were  sleeping  in  the  cellar,  a  committee  of 
citizens  from  Spencer  visited  his  home  and  found  it  to  be  true.  They 
reported,  however,  that  since  the  place  was  high  and  dry  and  the 
straw  was  warm  bedding,  no  hardship  could  be  claimed  for  the 
young  ones. 


Tower  observes,  “The  case  of  Clark  IT i  1 1  is  the  more  interesting 
as  he  not  only  had  twenty-one  children  (including  a  pair  of  twins) 
but  they  were  all  by  one  wife”. 

When  a  Baptist  Meeting  House  was  erected  in  1795  just  over 
the  line  in  the  village  of  Last  Brookfield,  Clark  Hill  was  one  of 
those  interested,  so  becoming  separated  from  the  “Congregational 
Hills”. 


1  l/illsrille  home  said  1o  hel on<f  to  Daniel  //HI  circa  1770.  Ili rth ftlace 
of  ('lark  I  /ill. 
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In  the  records,  Clark  Hill  is  designated  as  a  teamster  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  usual  farmer  Hills.  He  lived  in  a  small  house  in  what 
is  now  a  mowing  land  leading  down  the  hill  toward  the  farm  of 
Erastus  Starr,  according  to  memoranda  of  Frank  (10)  Hill  who 
visited  there  in  1915.  An  old  well-site  and  a  large  lilac  bush,  whose 
blossoms  annually  are  used  to  decorate  graves,  mark  the  location  of 
the  old  homestead. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  in  Spencer  where  he  was  born 
outlived  by  his  prolific  wife  who  died  two  years  later  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years. 

THE  CHILDREN  OF  CLARK  (7)  HILL 
Daniel  (  6  ),  Asa  (5  ),  Eleazer  (4),  Eleazer  (  3),  John  ( 2),  John  (  1  ) 


1 .  Orrison 

b.  May  18,  1801 

Married  Anna  Parker 

2.  Liberty 

b.  June  30,  1  802 

3.  Jefferson 

b.  Nov.  25,  1  803 

4.  Plinney 

b.  Nov.  1  6,  1  805 

5.  Orange 

b.  J une  13,  1807 

( Three  children:  Sarah, 

Orange,  1  lannah) 

6.  BENJAMIN 

b.  June  17,  1808 

( Married  Susan  Goodrich  of 

DRURY 

Hardwick,  Vt. 

7.  Valentine 

b.  Mar.  28,  1810 

(  drowned  in  mill  pond) 

8.  Sarah 

b.  June  7,  1812 

Married  Joseph  Binnoy 

9.  Alfred 

b.  Jan.  23,  1814 

Married  Phoebe  Emerson  of 

Georgetown  Maine.  Settled  in 

Bangor. 

10.  James 

b.  Jan.  17,  1816 

11.  Nancy 

b.  Jan.  17,  1816 

12.  Clark 

b.  April  25,  1818 

13.  Anna 

b.  Nov.  10,  1  820 

14.  Mary 

b.  May  15,  1822 

15.  Lucy 

b.  July  20,  1823 

16.  Alanson 

b.  May  9,  1825 

1  7.  Asa 

b.  Oct.  28,  1826 
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BENJAMIN  DRURY  HILL  OF  HARDWICK 


Benjamin  Drury  was  the  sixth  child  of  Clark  (7)  and  Anna 
Hill.  He  was  born  in  Spencer,  Massachusetts  June  1  7,  1808,  the 
last  of  his  line  to  be  born  there  in  the  family  village  of  Hillsville. 

When  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  ran  away  from  home  and 
became  a  farmer  in  Hardwick,  Vermont.  Here  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  he  married  Susan  Goodrich  and  two  years  later,  bought  a 
forty-acre  farm  from  a  Jonathan  Foster  for  three  hundred  dollars. 

This  original  homestead  of  Benjamin  Hill,  located  on  the  up¬ 
lands  to  the  south  of  the  village  of  East  Hardwick,  remained  in  the 
family  for  sixty  years.  As  late  as  1914,  the  original  house  and  shed 
were  still  standing  and  occupied  by  a  Mr.  L.  C.  Cole  who  called  it 
the  Highland  View  Farm. 

Smitten  by  the  California  gold  fever,  Benjamin  struck  out  with 
a  party  of  “forty-niners”  with  a  party  organized  in  Spencer.  Going 
by  boat,  he  headed  for  the  narrow  part  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
There  plans  were  frustrated  and  Benjamin  contracted  malaria  which 
ultimately  caused  his  death  on  January  9,  1861. 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  BENJAMIN  DRURY  (8)  HILL 

Clark  (7),  Daniel  (6),  Asa  (5),  Eleazer  (4),  Eleazer  (3), 

John  (2  ),  John  ( 1  ) 


1.  Fredrick  Augusta  b.  Mar.  12,  1832 

2.  LEVI  GOODRICH  b.  Dec.  7,  1833 


3.  Louisia  Asinath 

4.  Sabra  Ann 

5.  Sarah  Elizabeth 

6.  Mary  Ellen 

7.  Julia  Doe 

8.  IF  irriet  Josephine 


b.  April  19,  1836 
b.  Sept.  6,  1838 

b.  Jan.  17,  1841 
b.  Nov.  20,  1843 
b.  Feb.  6,  1846 
b.  May  4,  1  848 


m.  Sarah  Norris 
m.  Jack  Kindall 
m.  John  Dean  ( 1 ) 

1  )exter  Jackson  (2) 
m.  James  Dodge  White 
m.  Frances  Farrington 
m.  John  Rogers 
m.  Wesley  Campbell 
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SHORT  BIOGRAPHIES  OF  THE  CHILDREN 
OF  BENJAMIN  DRURY  HILL 


1.  Fredrick  Augusta  Hill:  Son  of  Benjamin  Drury  Hill  and 
wife  Susan  born  March  12,  1832,  in  East  Hardwick,  Vermont.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  twenty-nine  leaving  him  in  charge  of  the 
farm.  After  his  mother’s  death  he  worked  the  home  farm  till  about 
1894  when  he  retired  to  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Campbell  in 
East  Hardwick.  He  never  married. 


2.  LEVI  GOODRICH:  Son  of  Benjamin  Drury  and  wife 
Susan,  born  December  7,  1  833,  died  January  1,  1914. 

3.  Louise  Asenath  Hill:  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Drury  Hill  and 
wife  Susan,  was  born  in  East  Hardwick,  Vermont,  April  19,  1836. 
She  died  in  Bloomington,  Nebraska,  February  2,  1912.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Jack  Kendall  of  Greensboro,  Vermont  in  1861.  In  1878  they 
moved  west  and  took  up  several  Government  claims  in  Nebraska 
where  they  lived  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Two  children: 

a.  Iva,  born  Feb.  21,  1865;  married  L.  B.  Johnson  of  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Nebraska.  Six  children:  Lona,  May  7,  1886;  Hazel; 
Bessie,  March  25,  1891;  Mable,  June  12,  1893;  Julia,  Au¬ 
gust  18,  1902. 

b-  Arbie,  born .  married  Marian  Cole,  lived  in  1  List¬ 

ings,  Nebraska. 

4.  Sabra  Ann  LI  ill:  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Drury  Hill  and 
wife  Susan,  born  in  East  Hardwick,  Vermont,  Sept.  6,  1838.  Mar¬ 
ried  first  John  Dean,  September  3,  1  863,  and  married  second  Dexter 
Johnson,  a  widower  with  two  boys.  She  was  living  in  Barre  in  1917. 

5.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hill:  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Drury  and 
wife  Susan,  born  January  17,  1841,  in  East  Hardwick,  Vermont. 
Married  in  1862,  James  Dodge  White,  a  farmer.  Died  January  1, 
1897.  Two  children: 

a.  Susie,  May  November  1873  -June  10,  1892. 

b.  Carrol  Henry,  born  1875.  He  moved  to  Barre,  Vt.  where 
he  became  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Married  in 
1903  Mable  Way  of  1  lardwick,  and  had  two  children:  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Feb.  26,  1906;  and  Robert,  born  July  26,  1908. 

c.  Jack,  born  1  875,  married  Lena  Buck;  Had  Hugh  1912. 

d.  Lillian,  born  1880,  married  Carl  boss.  Had  Pauline  1903; 
John,  1 907. 

6.  Mary  Ellen  Hill:  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Drury  Hill  and 
wife  Susan:  born  November  20,  1843  in  Hardwick.  She  married 
Frank  Farrington,  a  merchant  of  Walden  in  1864.  After  his  death 
in  1916,  she  lived  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 
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7.  Julia  Doe  Hill:  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Drury  Hill  and  wife 
Susan,  born  Feb.  5,  1  846,  in  East  Hardwick.  Married  June  1  2,  1  866 
John  Rogers,  a  farmer.  Had  four  children: 

a.  Harry,  born  1867}  married  1  895  j  had  four  children:  Marian 
Pauline,  born  June  26,  1896;  Vivian  Odel,  born  October  18, 
1900;  Marjorie  Adelaid,  born  March  28,  1906.  Bible  rec¬ 
ord  missing  on  fourth  child. 

b.  Fred,  born  1871,  married  1894  Ola  Johnson}  Had:  Madine 
Johnson,  born  July  17,  1895}  Paul  Hinman,  born  February 
7,  1997}  John  Lloyd,  March  26,  1896}  Katherine  Julia,  born 
June  8,  1  899. 

8.  Hattie  Hill:  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Drury  Hill  and  wife 
y  Susan,  born  May  4,  184^>(  in  East  Hardwick,  Vermont,  Married  in 

1  874  Wesley  Campbell  a  farmer}  died  May  12,  1  897.  Had: 

a.  Arthur,  died  young. 

b.  Lena  Frances,  born  1  876,  married  1897  E.  B.  Fay,  a  farmer 
of  East  Hardwick}  had:  Alice  Fay,  Joanna  I;ay,  and  Fred 
F  ay. 

c.  Clara  Berdina,  born  August  13,  1  880,  died  May  15,  1913, 
married  1903  Eddie  Collins,  a  merchant  of  Greensboro,  Vt. 
Had  Harold. 
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PART  IV 

“Ye  h  ave  dwelt  long  enough  in  this  mount: 
turn  you  unto  the  great  river." 

1833-1868 
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LEVI  GOODRICH  HILL 


With  Levi  Goodrich  Hill  (9)  we  have  the  beginning  of  a  new 
phase  of  economics  in  the  line,  that  of  the  entrepreneur  who  worked 
for  wages  and  invested  his  capital  in  business  of  his  own.  Up  to 
this  time,  the  Hills  had  been,  for  the  most  part,  farmers  of  their 
own  land  and  had  stayed  close  to  the  places  of  their  birth,  mostly 
in  Massachusetts.  Levi  early  became  a  city-dweller,  and  before 
his  death,  established  his  branch  of  the  family  as  far  west  as  Illinois. 


Seemingly  bent  on  bettering  his  fortunes,  Benjamin  Drury  Hill, 
father  of  Levi,  had  left  home  at  an  early  age  and  had  migrated 
to  Hardwick,  Vermont,  from  Spencer  Massachusetts,  where  his 
respectable,  but  poor  parents  had  reared  seventeen  children  on  the 
family  farm.  So  Levi  Goodrich  Hill  was  born  December  7,  1  833, 
to  Benjamin  and  Susan  Goodrich  Hill  in  Vermont  on  a  farm 
south  of  East  Hardwick  which  his  youthful  father  had  bought  for 
three-hundred  dollars. 

/  j  •  >  v  j  * 

Having  received  the  ordinary  education  offered  by  the  District 
School,  Levi  left  home  at  the  age  of  nineteen  to  seek  his  fortune 
in  Kail  River.  There  he  got  a  job  driving  a  bakery  wagon  and  be¬ 
gan  the  practices  of  saving  and  frugality  that  characterized  his 
later  life  and  influenced  his  children  toward  financial  independence. 


By  agreement  with  his  parents,  Levi  sent  home  to  them  the 
first  hundred  dollars  he  earned.  He  also  opened  a  savings  account 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  it  had  compounded  to  a  sizable 
nest-egg  when  he  wanted  to  make  an  investment  in  later  years. 


Family  tradition  is  full  of  stories  of  Levi’s  youthful  days, 
hie  must  have  been  quite  a  gay  blade.  One  of  his  activities  was 
membership  in  the  Hardwick  Brass  Band,  in  which  he  played 
trumpet.  A  lover  and  fancier  of  fine  horses,  he  always  kept  a 
spanking  pair  with  fittings.  His  daughter,  Ava  said  that  her 
mother’s  relatives  offered  doleful  warnings  against  their  kins-  wom¬ 
an’s  marriage  to  this  dashing  man-about-town,  her  senior  by  ten 
years. 


On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1861,  Levi  was  called  upon  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  home  place  to  help  his  brother  with  the  farm.  For  the 
sake  of  his  mother  and  sisters,  he  put  in  four  years  there.  But  he 
was  thirty-two  years  old  and  he  realized  anew  that  the  home  place 
would  not  furnish  good  living  for  several  families. 


So  upon  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Norris,  daughter  of  a  prosperous 
Hardwick  farmer,  Samuel  Norris,  Levi  set  up  his  home  in  the  hotel 
he  had  built  in  Fast  Hardwick.  During  the  five  years  they  ran 
the  hotel,  three  children  were  born  to  Sarah  and  Levi. 
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The  Square. _H  ardwick,.  Vt.  . 

Jlarriirick  Vermont:  “Levi  //ill  held  interest  in  about  every  business  in  town. 
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Home  of  Leri  (loot!  rich  Hill  in  lla  rrf  icicle,  \  Crmont ,  circa  JS’ia 


Disposing  of  the  managerial  responsibilities  of  the  hotel  in  1871, 
Levi  moved  Sarah  and  the  children  to  a  farm  he  had  bought  at  the 
top  of  a  hill  north  east  of  South  Hardwick,  a  beautiful  view  but  not 
good  farm  land.  Here  Frank  Farrington  Hill  was  born. 

About  this  time,  Levi  bought  a  blacksmith  shop  in  Hardwick 
from  a  certain  Amasa  Morse.  Levi  did  not  know  the  smithing  busi¬ 
ness  and  Mr.  Morse  boasted  that  he  would  soon  have  his  business 
back.  But  Levi  hired  an  experienced  blacksmith  from  whom  he 
learned  the  trade  and  his  investment  made  good  return.  It  is  of 
interest  that  years  later  the  son  of  this  Amasa  Morse  as  President 
of  Morse  Candy  Company  of  Chicago  made  Levi’s  son  Secretary- 
treasurer  of  his  company. 

While  living  on  the  Hardwick  farm,  Levi  put  in  all  his  spare 
time  on  what  was  to  be  his  family  home,  the  dream  house  for  his 
lovely  young  wrife,  in  the  village  of  South  Hardwick,  Vermont. 
In  1875,  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  he  moved  his  family  into 
Hardwick  and  sold  the  farm.  At  that  time  he  is  said  to  have 
been  worth  about  forty-thousand  dollars  and  to  have  held  interest 
in  “about  every  business  in  town,”  according  to  an  old  timer  who 
had  known  him,  in  conversation  with  Levi’s  son  Frank  in  1927. 


After  selling  the  farm,  Levi  went  into  the  lumber  and  saw-mill 
business  with  his  brother-in-law,  Jack  Kendall.  The  mill  was  on 
an  undependable  stream,  the  timber  was  over-mortgaged,  and  the 
partner  proved  unscrupulous.  Over-trusting,  Levi  had  signed  com¬ 
pany  notes,  which  when  due,  had  left  him  “holding  the  sack” 
when  his  partner  skipped  the  country.  Years  later,  when  Levi’s 
son  Frank  visited  Hardwick,  Mr.  Walter  Perin  who  had  done 
business  with  Levi  said,  “Levi  Hill  went  away  clean.  So  far  as  I 
ever  knew,  he  paid  off  all  he  was  liable  for  before  he  left  having 
just  enough  over  to  reach  Chicago.  It  took  everything  he  had,  his 
home  and  all.” 

It  was  before  the  days  of  incorporating,  but  the  story  Levi  told 
his  sons  of  how  his  fortune  was  wiped  out  became  legend  and  his 
sons  never  signed  notes  with  another  party. 

And  so  leaving  the  family  with  Sarah’s  parents,  Levi  headed 
west  to  renew  his  fortunes,  thus  becoming  the  first  in  his  line  to 
leave  New  England  permanently. 

Arriving  in  Chicago,  he  first  got  a  job  with  City  Transit  driving 
a  horse  car.  Characteristically,  he  began  to  save,  but  his  savings  bank 
failed  and  the  real  estate  investments  proved  unsound.  So  in  1878, 
he  started  out  again  westward — broke — with  a  Studebaker  wagon 
and  team  heading  for  the  railway  town,  Belle  Plane,  Iowa. 

With  true  Yankee  resourcefulness,  Levi  made  and  sold  soap  in 
Belle  Plane  until  he  got  work  as  a  carpenter  with  the  Chicago 
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Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Rail  Road.  It  was  a  good  opportunity  for 
Levi’s  skills  and,  living  as  a  bachelor  as  he  made  depots  along  the 
line  all  through  Iowa,  he  further  augmented  his  income  by  board¬ 
ing  himself  and  others  of  the  crew.  In  1878,  his  family  joined  him 
in  Belle  Plane. 

It  is  of  interest  that  during  their  sojourn  in  Belle  Plane,  the 
families  of  Levi  Hill  and  Charles  Whitcomb  Gore  became  friends, 
a  relationship  that  culminated  years  later  in  the  marriage  of  Levi’s 
son,  Samuel  Eugene  to  Charles  Gore’s  daughter  Frances  in  1  898. 

In  Belle  Plane,  Sarah  gave  birth  to  twins,  Ava  Emily  and  Am¬ 
brose  Elva.  This  is  the  third  instance  of  twins  in  this  line  although 
other  branches  of  the  family  show  several  sets  of  twins. 

Influenced  by  his  wife’s  brother-in-law,  A.  W.  Tucker,  Levi 
returned  to  Chicago  as  a  carpenter  and  was  employed  by  Trunkey 
Brothers  Manufacturers  of  Doors,  Blinds  and  Fancy  Fences.  Sarah 
and  the  children  joined  him  in  Chicago  and  the  youngest  son 
Ralph  was  born  there.* 

The  vogue  for  ornamental  fences  ran  its  course,  so,  except  for 
occasional  carpentering,  Levi  was  again  out  of  work.  A  true  Yankee, 
he  was,  however,  never  out  of  resources.  Combining  his  love 
of  horse-flesh  and  his  natural  bent  for  selling,  he  invested  in  a  rig 
and  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  J.  R.  Watkins  Patient  Medicine 
Company  calling  on  rural  trade  throughout  northern  Indiana  till 
he  was  forced  to  retire  because  of  rheumatism  sometime  before  191  1. 
By  that  time,  the  older  children  were  mature  and  the  family  was 
established,  after  many  moves  and  very  tight  economy,  in  a  beauti¬ 
ful  modern  home  in  the  Chicago  suburb  of  Austin. 

In  1911,  Levi  and  Sarah  made  one  more  move  as  part  of  the 
household  of  their  daughter,  Ava  Hill  Caldwell,  as  she  and  her 
infant  son  moved  to  Planefield,  Illinois  when  her  husband  and 
brother  went  into  mercantile  business  there. 

In  the  New  England  tradition,  the  older  generation  lived  out 
their  days  in  the  respectful  household  of  their  children.  Levi’s 
grave  is  in  Planefield  where  he  died  Janury  1,1914.  His  five  sons 
and  son-in-law  lovingly  bore  his  casket  to  its  resting  place. 

No  preacher,  Levi  taught  well  by  example  and  precept,  those 
lessons  of  honesty,  frugality,  industry  and  fun  that  he  had  had  to 
learn  through  experience.  1  le  must  have  been  a  good  teacher,  for 
even  his  grand-children  know,  as  if  bred  inti)  their  very  bones,  the 
family  stories  behind  the  teachings:  first  earnings  are  due  to  one’s 
parents  j  never  be  afraid  to  strike  out  on  your  own;  never  sign 
a  note  you  could  not  afford  to  cover;  if  what  you  are  doing  does 
not  afford  you  a  satisfactary  and  satisfying  return,  try  something 
else;  save  and  invest  for  your  own  independence. 
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Leri  floodrieh  //ill  Famili).  ISM),  line];  rote:  Franl;,  Samuel  Fiif/iiic.  .Minim, 
W  illiam.  Front  row:  Fnlnh.  Mrs.  Hill ,  Fmihi  Ara,  Mr.  Ilill.  Flrn  Ambrose. 


THE  CHILDREN  OK  LEVI  GOODRICH  (  9)  AND 

SARAH  NORRIS  HILL 

Benjamin  Drury  (  8  ),  Clark  (7),  Daniel  (  6  ),  Asa  (  5  ), 
Eleazer,  Jr.  (  4),  Eleazer  (  3  ),  John  (  2  ),  John  (  1  ) 

1.  Allana  May  born  November  15,  1  865  at  East  Hardwick, 

Vermont.  Lived  with  her  sister  and  parents 
till  her  death  in  1915  at  Plainfield,  Illinois. 
She  never  married. 


2.  William  Fredrick  born  December  22,  1866  at  East  Hardwick, 

Vermont.  Lived  in  the  Black  Hills  of  South 
Dakota  till  the  Spanish  American  W  ar  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  First  Regiment, 
South  Dakota  Volunteers.  After  the  War  he 
entered  the  l  fnited  States  Forestry  Service. 
Later  he  became  a  Post  Master  in  Florida.  1  le 
ciied  without  issue. 


3.  SAMUEL 
EUGENE 


born  July  9,  1  868,  Hardwick,  Vermont,  died 
November  9,  1936,  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  Mar¬ 
ried  October  1  9,  1  898  Frances  ( iore  of  Beloit, 
Wisconsin.  They  had  two  children:  a)  Mil¬ 
dred  Sarah,  born  August  16,  1899  at  Beloit. 
A  graduate  of  University  of  Wisconsin  she 
was  a  teacher.  She  married  \\  i  1 1  R.  Bolen  of 
Twin  balls,  Idaho  at  Reno,  Nevada  June  6, 
1925.  They  had  one  child,  Ella  Jean,  born 
July  10,  1941,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  She  had 
no  issue,  b)  Robert  Eugene,  born  September 
12,  1902,  at  Beloit.  A  graduate  of  University 
of  Wisconsin  in  1922,  he  was  a  commercial 
chemist  and  salesman  before  joining  Clissold 
Publishing  Company.  1  le  married  Isadore 
Clissold  Hill  December  30,  1926  in  Morgan 
Park,  Chicago  and  they  had  two  children:  a) 
Joanne  Louise,  born  November  3,  1927  at 
Oak  Park,  Illinois.  A  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Michigan,  she  worked  in  the  Bank 
of  Hawaii,  Honolulu.  She  married  John 
Prilchard  Taylor  of  Santa  Ana,  California. 
They  live  in  Berkeley,  California  where  Mr. 
Taylor  is  with  American  Telephone  Company. 
They  have  two  children:  1  )  Nancy  Pritchard, 
born  September  6,  1956,  and  2)  Peter  Hill, 
born  September  25,  1957. 
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4.  Frank  Farrington  born  June  6,  1  878  in  Hardwick,  Vermont, 

died  1934  at  Oak  Park,  Illinois.  He  accom¬ 
panied  his  parents  to  Belle  Plane,  Iowa  in 
his  youth  and  later  to  Chicago  where  at  an 
early  age  he  entered  the  employe  of  Marshal 
Field  and  Company  as  cash  boy.  For  thirteen 
years,  he  worked  for  that  company  in  the 
wholesale  division.  He  entered  the  employe 
of  Morse  Candy  Company  as  bookkeeper  and 
credit  man  and  in  1917  became  a  member  of 
that  firm  as  Secretary-Treasurer,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  held  till  he  retired  in  1927.  It  is  of 
interest  that  the  owner  of  this  Company  was 
the  son  of  Asa  Morse  from  whom  Frank’s 
father  bought  a  blacksmith  shop  in  Hardwick 
years  earlier.  For  a  time,  Frank  ran  his  own 
food-vending  business  in  Oak  Park  and  was 
a  pioneer  in  that  kind  of  marketing.  He  mar¬ 
ried  first  June  1,  1902,  Alice  Miller  who  died 
September  15,  1902.  He  married  second 
Emma  Voorhes  of  Chicago.  He  was  a  Con¬ 
gregational  ist  and  a  Republican.  He  had 
three  children:  a)  Harriet  Emma,  born  Jame 
34,  1913,  who  is  a  composer  -  pianist  and 
presented  a  recital  of  her  own  compositions  in 
Kimball  Hall,  Chicago,  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
She  married  Leland  Potter  of  Chicago,  b) 
Janet  Frances,  born  June  18,  1913,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Rockford  College  For  Women,  she  is 
a  teacher  in  Chicago  and  taught  a  year  in 
India.  She  is  active  in  Business  and  Pro¬ 
fessional  Women’s  Organization  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  area,  c)  Marian  May,  born  September 
9,  1 9  1  5,  is  a  secretary. 

? 

5.  Ambrose  Elva  born  August  30,  1893,  Belle  Plane,  Iowa  was 

taken  to  Chicago  the  following  year.  After 
High  School  education,  he  became  a  success¬ 
ful  paint  salesman.  1  le  married  June  4,  1906, 
Blanche  Piersol,  of  Chicago.  Their  children, 
so  far  as  can  be  learned  are:  a)  Eleanor  Win- 
nefred,  born  June  12,  1907;  b)  Franklin 
Eugene,  born  April  20,  1909;  c)  George 
Howard,  born  July  14,  1912. 


*  AUtHoKS  CoR  K^,oN 


42 


n  .i  .nirt  I  aim:  i  1  A 

■  '  J  ■.  ■ 

a,  ii  an* 

'<rtr  ,  /  i  >  >yi#.li-(pr  >  t»Ht  ’  v*  $$  f  •  > 

:  *  i  /  ••■•.' >:■  t.  As  '■  r,  '  >'v  .••'  i  jv 

-i  :1  i  >  U--  1  •*(..  vi ;  f)  •'••  -  ii  .  r!t 

!  *>  ii  .■  f  I  )f.  ’  -1  hi  -  *>{;  i  i> 

']  !.'!•  •  j  ii  J  1-  •  '.iflVVi  O  7  if,  !  ,  )  S*t  i(i f 

•A  .  7irrrl  i  rti  ;b.  dlfr  «.ibw  l<  a  if  -j-oj  .  >  >c i 

fiv  if.  i  *  ;oi  .  d  ,  >ff  ii  *! .  'i  .  j  -  >v 

■  //  .‘ill,  I '  ‘  /:,(  )  :  -■  .  'll  i  i  :  •  »•-  •  «•  'IK 

b.itfo  -.»!/■  ,SJ»y|  ,  {  >Hijj  ,  :i  . 

>-n yi  ♦  ,y  f  I  d  . ‘  rj< 

10  r-  •  ..A  .1  o  v  o  '  '  If  v*jr  n,*>  •  .  i;  f# :  i 

Li  t!  '• 1  JU  : ■  j i i ? •  •  /I  r  i>l  -  >•  oio/i;  "j 

‘>t  L  ,  f •  7f>  f; ;  1 1 . i •  )ov;cH.  ii  :xix '  >1  :r  >  :>•  * 
o-  .  .  '  j  *  f ■  oj  j;  u.  -  r<  ! 

iff  cm  hi  ooot'O  v  i  lu  .ib  »«  .■  bs  n^  -nci 

>J-  '  P  f  >  ibtJ  '■!  I  LtiT  MO 

'0.0  i  f  !  V  t  .V  f  r.  10  i  ,.-o  'H.  1  *, < 

ni  •:  ;  i-  ?i  ;<«  3  i jh.  <>v  V3  I  1  •• 

•(  V  hi  ’  •  ii* »  oi  ,  .’•]  {  A  ..ii: 

. 

?xf.  '-Jo  f  irn  4  ,  •:.(/  a;;  !•  f/:  (  j  .  .  •  .  co.) 

rj  n  i  .  ?,  ('  I  AJ 

H  )  0 »  fv.oi 

*n-*  s  y<  fir:  :*d  .  itfl* j  loot  rb,:l  5 
f¥  )l  ooiiiorrt  f  .ft »;t  f  loiuq  aft 
.<  If'  ,.‘o<  ;f  'jfi'jcu;  <{ 

! .  i"'  I  '•••  i  '  1  ft  r  !  S  i 

l  .  :  i  '/Off.  iri  ■  ill,  ■ '  i  { 


‘  ^  ^  f-1 


■if:  f  ^ 


6.  Emily  Ava 


7.  Ralph  Waldo 


born  August  30,  1883  at  Belle  Plane,  Iowa, 
twin  to  Ambrose  Elva.  Taken  to  Chicago  in 
her  infancy  she  attended  school  there  and 
after  High  School  graduation,  attended  sec¬ 
retarial  college.  She  was  employed  as  a  secre¬ 
tary  in  Chicago  till  her  marriage  to  Charles 
Caldwell  in  Chicago  December  23,  1908.  In 
1911  they  moved  to  Plainfield  where  Mr. 
Caldwell  was  a  partner  with  his  brother-in-law 
in  the  mercantile  business.  Later  they  settled 
in  Decatur,  Illinois.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  in  1925,  she  became  a  secretary  in 
the  College  of  Music  at  Millikin  University, 
Decatur,  where  she  was  employed  many  years. 
She  had  one  child:  a)  Charles  William  born 
March  1,  1910  in  Chicago.  I  le  attended  pub¬ 
lic  school  in  Decatur,  Illinois,  and  Millikin, 
University.  He  was  associated  with  newspa¬ 
pers  in  Decatur  and  participated  in  a  paying 
hobby  of  photography.  1  le  was  a  musician  for 
the  Paramount-Balaban  and  Katz  moving  pic¬ 
tures  business  playing  the  big  Wurlitzer  organ, 
but  with  the  advent  of  sound  movies,  the 
organs  went  out.  1  le  returned  to  the  field 
of  music  with  his  own  Hammond  organ  and, 
after  playing  in  hotels  in  western  cities,  took 
an  assignment  at  1  lotel  Robidoux,  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  where  he  has  played  more  than 
thirteen  years. 


born  November  30,  1884,  Chicago.  After 
graduation  from  I  ligh  School  in  Austin,  a 
then-suburb  of  Chicago,  he  was  employed  in 
Corn  Exchange  Bank  as  a  bookkeeper.  In 
191  1,  he  joined  his  brother-in-law  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  general  mercantile  store  in  Plain- 
field,  Illinois.  Five  years  later,  he  bought  out 
his  partner’s  interests  and  was  an  independent 
merchant  for  about  twelve  years.  The  last 
twenty  years  of  his  life,  he  was  cashier  at  the 
Plainfield  Bank,  retiring  shortly  l>efore  his 
death  in  1955.  1  le  married  Laura  CJerlach,  of 
Chicago,  April  18,  1911  and  they  had  four 
children.  1  le  was  a  Mason  and  a  Congrega- 
tiona list.  Their  children1  a)  Curtis  CJerlach 
born  1912,  died  1916,  Plainfield;  M  Robert 
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Norris,  born  September  6,  1914,  Plainfield, 
Illinois.  Pie  married  Ethel  Walters,  of  La- 
mont,  Illinois,  October  11,  1941.  They  had 
1 )  Judith  Ann  born  September  12,  1942,  who 
married  Russell  Parson  October  27,  1962, 
Plainfield.  2  )  Robert  David,  born  January  1, 
1946,  Plainfield.  3)  Bruce  Walter,  born 
4r  September  16,  1956,  Plainfield.0  Ifc)  Ralph 
Randall,  born  July  24,  1918,  Joliet,  Ill.; 
attended  Joliet  Junior  College  and  Mass.  Inst, 
of  Technology,  Boston.  Enlisted  Army  Air 
Eorce  Jan.  1942,  discharged  Jan.  1946;  fif¬ 
teen  months  overseas  European  area.  Mar¬ 
ried  Virginia  Elizabeth  Robertson  Conneaut, 
Pa.  March  1  1,  1950  in  Lakewood,  Ohio.  Resi¬ 
dence:  Tibertyville,  111.  In  1963  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  United  Conveyer  Corporation,  Chi¬ 
cago,  as  Sales  Engineer.  He  is  a  Deacon  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  member  of  the 
Mens  (iarden  Club.  They  had:  1)  Randall 
Curtis  born  October  14,  1953,  Chicago 
Heights,  111-;  2) Deborah  Suzanne  born  De¬ 
cember  13,  1955,  Joliet,  111.;  3)  Jon  Stuart 
born  Jan.  19,  1958,  Tibertyville,  Ill.  (£)  P 
Gordon  Gerlach,  born  August  20,  1927,  mar¬ 
ried  Carol  Russell,  November  17,  1956,  Blue 
Island,  Ill.  U.S.  Navy;  B.A.  and  M.A.  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois.  Administrator  in  Blue 
Island  Ill.  public  school  system  (  1963).  Had 
1)  Laural  Susan  born  Jan.  12,  1858,  Blue 
Island;  2)  Martha  lvleen  born  November  15, 
I960,  Blue  Island. 
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“ Every  man  in  his  place. 
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SAMUEL  EUGENE  HILL,  THE  GIDEON 


Samuel  Eugene  (10)  Hill,  second  son  of  Levi  Goodrich  Hill, 
was  born  in  Hardwick,  Vermont,  July  9,  1  868,  the  last  of  his  line 
to  be  born  in  New  England.  Although  he  left  there  at  the  early 
age  of  twelve,  and  lived  in  the  middle-west  until  his  death  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight,  he  never  lost  his  New  England  accent,  his 
gentle  New  England  manner,  and  his  New  England  respect  for 
man’s  personal  dignity  regardless  of  station. 

At  the  time  Samuel  was  born,  Levi  and  Sarah  were  running 
their  hotel  in  Hardwick,  so  Sarah  went  to  her  mother’s  home  for 
her  “lying  in.”  That  is  why  the  home  of  his  maternal  grandfather 
was  Samuel  Hill’s  birthplace. 


The  first  twelve  years  of  his  life,  Samuel  enjoyed  the  lot  of  the 
son  of  a  rich  “leading  citizen”  while  his  father’s  fortunes  soared. 
Then  in  1878,  came  the  financial  crash  in  the  family  fortunes  that 
resulted  in  Levi’s  moving  his  family  west  after  unsound  invest¬ 
ments  and  undependable  business  partners  had  wiped  out  his  fortune. 

Sarah  Hill  stayed  with  her  parents  until  Levi  could  send  for 
her  and  the  children,  and  Samual  went  to  district  school  in  I  lardwick. 
All  his  life,  Samuel  recalled  with  nostalgic  aura  the  farm  life  at 
his  grandfather’s  homestead,  and  tried  to  recapture  for  his  own  chil¬ 
dren  in  Wisconsin  the  joys  of  bob-sledding,  and  maple  syrup  poured 
on  fresh  snow  reminiscent  of  New  England  “sugar  offs.”  There 
too  he  learned  the  regular  Sunday  School  and  church  habits  and 
the  obligations  of  setting  aside  a  “Lord’s  share”  of  even  a  meager 
income.  Although  he  left  1  lardwick  at  an  early  age,  the  ingrown 
respect  for  home,  family,  and  God  was  a  part  of  the  1  lill  New  Eng¬ 
land  legacy  which  Samuel  preserved  for  his  descendants  handed 
down  unblemished  by  any  family  misfortunes. 

In  1879,  Samuel  accompanied  his  mother  and  sister  to  Belle 
Plane,  Iowa,  where  his  father  worked  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
and  St.  Paul  Railway.  1  lere  he  attended  I  ligh  School  briefly, 
and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  was  the  “beau”  of  Grace  Gore  whose 
father  was  the  affluent  owner  of  the  farm  implement  and  hard- 
-  ware  store.  Through  the  children,  the  Charles  Gore  and  Levi  1  lill 
families  became  life-long  friends.  Charles  Gore’s  forebears  were 
from  Vermont  near  Hardwick  and  both  Louise  Gore  and  Sarah 
1  lill  were  former  teachers. 


T  he  two  little  boys,  Frank  Hill  and  Warren  Gore  were  play¬ 
mates  and  one  day,  recognizing  the  eastern  accent  and  gentle  man¬ 
ners  of  her  son’s  friend,  Mrs.  Gore  said  to  him,  “Frankie,  take 
me  to  your  mother.” 
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—  ''OFFICE  OF  ~~~ 

J  &  W  N.  BAKER, 


—  DEALERS  in  - 


Unsolicited  by  any  one,  ire.  most  cheerfully  recommend  Mr.  N.  N.  Ilill 
who  has  been  in  onr  cm  ploy  ns  perfectly  reliable ,  faithful .  honest, 
and  truthful ,  and  uyrecable  and  a  ('hristiun  yonny  man.  Write  if  more 
details  are  wanted. 

•I .  d  U\  V.  Ila her 
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Although  the  Hills’  reduced  fortunes  confined  their  living 
quarters  to  rooms  above  the  railway  station,  Louise  Gore  recognized 
in  Sarah  Hill  what  she  later  termed  her  “kind  of  folks,”  and  with 
the  New  Kngland  husbands,  the  families  were  mutually  congenial. 

Belle  Plane  at  that  time  was  a  pretty  raw  western  railway  town 
frequented  by  Indians  and  little  cultural  Jevan.  In  her  later  years 
Louise  Gore  once  said,  “I  think  1  would  have  given  up  and  gone 
home  to  Mother  if  it  had  not  been  for  Sarah  Hill.  She  did  not 
like  it  either,  but  it  was  our  men’s  way  of  making  a  living.  We 
were  good  for  each  other.” 

It  was  soon  evident  that  more  income  would  be  necessary  for 
the  enlarging  Hill  family,  so  Samuel  left  High  School  and  went 
to  work.  The  elder  brother  had  left  home  with  some  neighbors 
who  had  taken  a  fancy  to  him  and  offered  to  make  him  one  of  their 
party  seeking  gold  in  the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota.  So  Ids 
support  was  permanently  withdrawn  from  the  family.  And  Sarah 
had  given  birth  to  twins. 


Here 
first  job 
a  week. 


Samuel  began  his  life-long  carrier  as  a  salesman.  1  lis 
was  in  a  bakery  then  in  a  general  store  at  three  dollars 


Sometime  during  the  Belle  Plane  sojourn,  Samuel  attended  a 
Revival  meeting  which  seemed  to  make  a  definite  impression  on 
him,  and  in  his  “Hill  Family  Notes”  his  brother  Frank  says,  “He 
was  converted.” 


Chicago  was  a-boom  in  those  days,  and  Sarah  Hill  had  a  married 
sister  there.  Urged  by  the  women,  Levi  moved  to  Chicago  and 
established  his  family  there  in  1884.  Samuel  joined  them  in  April 
the  following  year.  In  the  opening  pages  of  a  diary  written  in 
1886,  Samuel  has  written  a  foreword  which  gives  us  a  very  private 
insight  on  this  eighteen-year-old  youth: 


“In  looking  back  over  my  past  history  and  thinking  how  little 
I  have  done  for  Him  who  has  pleasured  me  till  this  time  and  given 
me  the  many  blessings  of  this  earthly  home,  I  feel  that  I  should 
hide  my  face  in  shame  from  looking  after  help  or  strength  from 
1  lim  who  has  so  wonderfully  blessed  me  with  these  in  the  past. 

“I  low  little  did  I  realize  a  year  ago  the  many  blessings  that 
awaited  me  in  the  coming  year  and  how  little  did  I  appreciate  the 
facts  when  they  were  present. 

“Since  January  first  1884,  I  have  left  my  old  school  mates  and 
friends  in  Belle  Plane  to  follow  my  parents  to  the  city  of  Chicago 
where  l  arrived  April  15,  1885. 

“During  my  early  stay  here,  I  received  my  letter  from  the 
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Methodist  Church  of  Belle  Plane  and  soon  after  with  Lana  (his 
elder  sister)  united  with  the  Central  Park  Congregational  Church. 
Soon  after — I  united  with  the  Young  People’s  Society  of  Christian 
Endeavor  which  has  been  in  flourishing  condition  for  some  months 
and  has  been  influencial  to  all  the  members  as  well  as  leading 
others  to  Christ.  There  is  a  good  outlook  for  the  future  of  this 
society,  and  with  the  Grace  of  God,  it  will  flourish  till  the  world 
shall  have  felt  the  power  of  Christian  Endeavor.” 

His  first  entry  in  the  1886  Diary  is  “I  went  to  the  park  to 
skate,  but  the  ice  was  all  gone. 

“For  the  coming  year,  I  have  promised  to  pay  the  Warren 
Avenue  Branch  Church  fifteen  cents  weekly  for  the  support  of 
the  gospel.” 

This  is  brought  more  vividly  into  perspective  when  we  realize 
that  his  wages  at  that  time  amounted  to  six  dollars  a  week  as  a  sales¬ 
man  in  the  basement  at  Marshal  Fields  Retail  store  and  one  half 
of  what  he  earned  was  prescribed  as  board  to  his  mother.  It  is  a 
rare  ‘teen-ager  today  who  subscribes  5C/  of  his  pittance  to  home 
missions,  especially  if  it  is  self-earned. 


That  winter,  his  Diary  seems  to  be  dominated  by  church  entries. 
In  January  he  attended  meetings  by  Dwight  Moody,  the  evangelist, 
who  was  very  moving  and  of  life-long  influence.  In  the  same 
month,  he  mentions  hearing  Sam  Jones,  Evangelist. 

About  this  time  too,  the  name  of  a  life-long  friend,  Robert 
Thomas,  comes  into  the  picture.  He  was  probably  about  SamuePs 
age  and  the  two  attended  church  meetings  together.  In  later  years, 
Thomas  married  the  daughter  of  the  president  of  the  firm  for 
whom  they  both  worked.  And  Samuel  named  his  son  Robert- 

A  January  entry  notes  that  his  wages  were  raised  from  six  to 
seven  dollars  a  week.  So,  “I  bought  Frank  a  wagon,”  and  later 
“I  bought  a  frame  for  Lana’s  first  landscape  picture.” 

“April  16:  I  was  promoted  to  head  of  the  ribbon  stock  in  the 
basement. 

“May  1 :  My  wages  were  raised  to  eight  dollars  a  week. 

“June  31:1  was  taken  up  stairs.” 


Events  of  the  times  did  not  go  unheeded  by  this  serious-minded 
young  man.  His  diary  mentions  in  a  May  entry:  “The  strikers 
threw  a  dynamite  bomb  in  the  midst  of  the  police,  killing  one  and 
wounding  thirty-six.  I  went  to  the  park  for  a  jug  of  water  and 
stayed  to  help  the  police. 

“August  21:  The  Anarchist  trial  has  been  pending  two  months. 
The  case  was  given  to  the  jury  Thursday  and  Friday  they  brought 
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in  the  verdict  of  guilty  by  murder  and  a  sentence:  seven  to  be  hung 
and  one  to  fourteen  years  in  prison.” 

In  a  lighter  vein:  “I  went  to  Milwaukee  with  Bob  Thomas  on 
the  steamer. 

“I  went  with  Harry  to  the  ball  game. 

“Thomas,  Frank  and  I  went  to  Barnum’s  Circus. 

“I  began  going  to  evening  school.” 

Samuel  took  great  pride  in  his  job  as  ribbon  salesman  at  Marshal 
Fields.  His  good  manners  made  him  popular  with  the  “carriage 
trade”  and  his  Yankee  humor  and  honesty  endeared  him  to  his 
associates. 

He  sent  his  sister  to  Chicago  Art  Institute  and  took  lessons  on 
the  violin.  And  always  he  eked  out  money  to  buy  books — often 
second-hand  but  always  beautifully  bound:  “Mosses  From  An  Old 
Manse,”  “Les  Miserables,”  complete  works  of  Shakespeare  and 
Dickens,  Tennyson,  Bryant  and  Longfellow,  “A  Prisoner  of  Zenda” 
and  “Ben  Hur”j  “Hill’s  Repository  of  Social  Usage”  and  “The 
Encyclopedia  Britannica.” 

The  city  of  Chicago  was  glowing  with  enthusiam  and  public 
pride  at  prospect  of  an  elaborate  World’s  Columbian  Exposition, 
and  in  1891,  Samuel  and  two  youthful  associates  embarked  on  a 
business  venture,  an  illustrated  lecture,  based  on  that  popular 
theme.  Samuel  prepared  and  delivered  the  address  while  one 
of  his  associates  operated  the  colored-slide  machine  and  the  third 
acted  as  manager  and  advance  agent.  Due  to  inexperience  and  mis¬ 
management  of  the  youthful  entrepreneurs,  the  project  folded. 

Phis  did  not  dampen  Samuel’s  interest  in  the  civic  project 
however,  and  characteristically  public-spirited,  he  purchased  a 
“bond”  and  received  a  handsome  engraved  invitation  to  attend 
the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  Columbian  Exposition.  As  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Apollo  Club  of  Chicago,  Samuel  participated  with  the 
massed  choruses  at  the  dedication  of  the  Exposition.  In  after 
years  he  related  how  the  director  gave  signals  by  waving  his  hand¬ 
kerchief  as  the  only  means  of  communicating  with  his  chorus. 

When  they  arrived  in  Chicago,  the  family  located  in  a  few 
rooms  in  a  lower  flat  at  1470  West  Lake  Street  near  Albany  Ave¬ 
nue.  It  was  a  poor  accommodation  but  as  much  as  they  could 
afford.  They  spent  the  winter  there,  but  in  the  spring,  moved  to 
number  16,  Kedzie  Avenue,  a  more  commodious  place,  but  squalid 
and  in  a  bad  neighborhood  for  growing  young  people.  When  a 
brand  new  apartment  building  was  opened  at  16.30  West  Lake 
Street  near  Garfield  Park,  the  1  lill  family  moved  into  it  and  lived 
there  until  they  moved  into  the  modern  home  built  for  them 
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77/r  house  Samuel  built  in  Austin  cii’eu 
I  respectable  address  for  mi /  sisters." 
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and  financied  by  their  grown  sons  Samuel  and  Frank.  Located  at 
5222  Ontario  Strett  in  Austin,  this  new  home  featured  such  modern 
elegancies  as  inlaid  marquetry  floors,  central  heating,  indoor  plumb¬ 
ing,  gas  for  cooking  and  lighting,  and  a  bedroom  for  each  member  of 
the  family.  In  later  years  in  speaking  of  his  part  in  helping  provide 
this  home,  Samuel  said,  “1  had  for  years  had  a  secret  dream  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  suitable  surrounding  for  my  parents  and  a  respectable 
address  for  my  sisters. ”  During  all  the  trying  years  of  poverty, 
Levi  and  Sarah  had  managed  to  keep  the  family  together  and  to 
preserve  the  New  England  standards  of  excellence  and  personal 
dignity,  but  now  for  the  first  time  since  moving  west,  their  living- 
quarters  reflected  their  background  and  tastes. 


At  this  time  Samuel  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age  and 
he  secured  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  H.  M.  Hooker 
Paint  and  Glass  Company  of  Chicago.  He  held  this  position  all 
the  rest  of  his  active  life,  about  thirty-five  years. 


In  those  days  salesmen  were  called  “drummers”  and  were  sub¬ 
ject  of  lewd  jokes  because  of  the  necessity  of  living  so  much  away 
from  home.  Samuel’s  sister,  Mrs.  Ava  Caldwell,  related  in  1960 
how  she  still  remembered  eavesdropping  on  a  conversation  between 
Samuel  and  his  mother  who  was  questioning  his  youthful  judgment 
in  accepting  this  work.  He  replied,  “Mother,  if  I  find  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  work  lower  than  my  own,  I  will  change  the  work’s 
standards,  not  mine.”  He  did  so  on  a  world-wide  scale. 


One  of  the  towns  in  Samuel’s  territory  was  Beloit  Wisconsin, 
about  ninety  miles  north  of  Chicago.  Now  the  Charles  Gores  were 
settled  in  Beloit,  the  clan-center  of  Mrs.  Gore’s  maternal  relatives. 
As  young  people  in  Belle  Plane,  the  Hill  and  Gore  children  had 
been  playmates  and  the  families  had  kept  in  touch  through  corre¬ 
spondence  when  both  had  moved  from  Iowa.  So  Samuel  “looked 
up”  his  old  friends  and  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Frances,  who 
was  teaching  rural  school  near  by. 

His  courtship  must  have  been  prolonged  for  he  still  felt  heavy 
financial  responsibilities  toward  his  parents.  When  he  told  Frances 
of  the  modern  house  he  was  building  in  Austin,  she  thought  it  was 
for  some  city  sweetheart.  But  when  she  finally  said,  “yes,”  the 
ring  he  had  ready  to  slip  on  her  finger  was  a  small  but  perfect 
diamond  from  “Peacock’s.”  1  le  was  one  who  would  never  settle 
for  make-shift. 


They  were  married  in  Beloit  October  19,  1898. 

Among  her  wedding  gilts,  F ranees  Gore  Hill  lists:  Family 
Bible,  dining-room  set,  pair  of  down  pillows,  clock,  two  oil  paint- 
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Home  of  Samuel  Fuffene  and  France s  Core  I/ill  licloit.  Wisconsin. 
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Lirinrj  room  in  Samuel  //ill  Home ♦  licloii,  Wisconsin. 


ings,  Rogers  flatware  service  for  twelve,  three-hundred  dollars  in¬ 
cluding  a  ten-dollar  gold  piece.  Her  bridegroom’s  gift  to  his  bride 
was  a  handsome  mother-of-pearl  mounted  silk  gauze  fan  which  in 
later  years  her  daughter  had  framed  as  an  heirloom.  Samuel’s 
taste  for  fine  things  never  failed. 

The  first  ten  years  of  their  married  life  were  consciously  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  future.  Although  Samuel  still  was  paying  for  the 
house  he  had  built  in  Austin  and  felt  some  financial  responsibility 
for  his  parents,  Frances  was  a  good  manager,  and  with  their  mutual 
hope  for  a  home  of  their  own  they  established  frugal  spending 
habits  that  resulted  in  Samuel’s  achievement  of  a  youthful  ambition 

to  retrieve  his  father’s  lost  fortunes  and  community  standing. 

% 

Because  Samuel  had  to  be  away  from  home  five  days  a  week, 
made  their  first  home  next  to  Frances’  sister  at  521  Broad 
Street,  where,  a  year  later,  their  first  child  was  born,  a  daughter, 
Mildred  Sarah. 


After  the  first  year,  they  moved  into  a  two-family  dwelling 
with  Frances’  parents  at  628  Broad  Street.  It  was  a  good  home 
made  New  England  style  with  the  wood-shed,  carriage  houses  and 
stables  adjoining  the  house  itself.  There  in  1903,  Samuel’s  son, 
Robert  Eugene  was  born. 

In  1908,  they  moved  into  their  fine  new  home  at  922  Broad 
Street.  No  thought  for  expense  had  been  spared  in  the  planning 
of  their  dream-house,  at  the  edge  of  a  small  park  and  facing  the 
elm-arched  preferred  residential  street  of  Beloit.  The  architect,  a 
disciple  of  Standford  White,  had  taken  as  his  inspiration  a  hunting 
lodge  in  the  Hungarian  exhibit  at  the  Columbian  Exposition.  The 
quarter-sawed  oak  mill-work  and  flooring,  the  out-sized  plate 
glass  windows  some  with  beveled  leaded  glass  trim,  the  butler’s 
pantry  with  sliding  glass  doors  were  subject  to  inpection  by  utter 
strangers  brought  by  the  architect  on  appointment.  The  lighting 
fixtures  in  the  hall  and  dining  room  were  combination  gas  and 
electric  and  the  shades  were  signed  Tiffany  and  Quezel.  Twenty- 
four  tons  of  hard  coal  heated  the  three  floors  in  winter.  The  fine 
furnishings  accumulated  later,  but  before  she  moved  in,  Frances 
went  to  Chicago  and  purchased  the  room-sized  Kiva  Bokara  rug, 
the  Vose  upright  piano,  and  the  gold  and  white  French  La  Moges 
dinner  set  that  were  in  her  home,  wherever  it  was,  till  she  died. 
They  lived  in  this  house  till  1920  when  they  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Ells¬ 
worth  and  moved  to  717  Emerson  Street  where  they  lived  till 
they  moved  to  Madison  in  1922. 

The  town  of  Beloit  in  the  early  twentieth  century  was  a  pleas¬ 
antly  intergated  population  of  about  twelve  thousand,  bisected 
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Home  of  Samuel  and  Fiances  //ill.  20J  /juthro/i  Street  Madison ,  Wisconsin. 
The  lar<je  willow  tree  (jreiv  from  the  ('iril  War  Officers'  Intehinff  /nisi. 


geographically  by  Rock  River,  socially  by  Beloit  college  and  the 
factories,  and  religiously  by  the  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants. 
Bread  was  dispensed  from  a  wagon  at  five  cents  a  loaf,  eggs  from 
a  farmer’s  wife  at  twelve  cents  a  dozen,  and  milk  from  an  open 
can  at  seven  cents  a  quart. 

Reverting  to  the  New  Englander’s  penchant  for  participation 
in  civic  affairs,  Samuel  assumed  leadership  in  an  anti-saloon  drive 
before  the  national  prohibition  Amendment,  and  his  efforts  resulted 
in  a  surprise  victory  at  the  poles.  He  thought  the  idea  of  a 
Country  Club  good  for  the  town,  and,  although  he  never  played 
a  round  of  golf,  he  was  one  of  the  early  stock-holders  in  the  first 
Beloit  Club.  For  years,  he  was  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School 
at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  till  his  family  joined  First  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  He  joined  the  Masonic  Order.  He  owned 
several  pieces  of  real  estate  in  Beloit  and  sent  his  children  to  Beloit 
College  for  two  years  before  they  went  to  University  of  Wisconsin 
for  their  degrees.  He  bought  seven  Buick  sedans  in  succession  and 
wore  an  emerald  and  diamond  stick- pin  in  his  cravat. 

In  1922,  the  Emerson  Street  house  was  sold  to  Pi  Beta  Phi 
sorority  and  Samuel  and  Frances  bought  a  house  at  117  West 
Gorham  Street  in  Madison  where  they  lived  while  their  son  attended 
the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

The  Hills  loved  Madison.  In  1925  it  was  a  pleasant,  leisurely 
city  of  about  fifty  thousand,  largely  dominated  by  the  State  Capitol 
and  the  University.  Heavy  industries  and  high  standing  buildings 
were  discouraged  in  favor  of  civic  beauty.  As  a  staunch  Republican, 
Samuel  took  active  interest  in  legislation.  He  returned  in  earnest 
to  his  earlier  hobby  of  genealogical  research  at  the  State  Library 
and  substanciated  his  notes  by  visits  to  the  home  sites  of  his  ancestors 
in  New  England,  lie  was  a  Senior  Deacon  in  the  University  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  which  was  just  a  block  from  his  home. 

In  1926,  the  new  home  they  built  at  201  I.athrop  Street  was 
ready.  This  was  the  last  home  Samuel  built.  Made  of  used  brick 
from  the  old  Congregational  Church  and  trimmed  with  locally- 
cut  stone,  the  house  was  designed  to  fit  the  irregular  terrain  of  the 
corner  lot.  Frances  herself  designed  the  wrought  iron  hand  rails 
of  the  open  stair  case  and  copper  hoods  over  the  windows  and  entry. 
Workmen  stood  shocked  when  with  a  hatchet  she  scarred  the  board 
over  the  wide  dining  room  window  “to  make  it  look  old.”  It  was 
unpretentious,  but  as  long  as  they  lived  there,  it  was  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  place  by  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Hill  toward  the  Home  Economics 
Department  of  the  University.  A  large  willow  in  the  lawn  was 
said  to  have  grown  from  a  sappling  that  had  been  used  as  a  hitching 
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post  when  that  area  had  been  a  Federal  Officers’  Camp  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War.  Although  they  had  a  hobby  of  collecting  and 
restoring  Victorian  furniture,  it  was  in  the  Lathrop  Street  house 
they  had  their  first  electric  refrigerator,  oil-burning  furnace  and 
radio  powered  by  wet  cells. 

In  1930,  Samuel  was  stricken  with  what  was  said  to  be  a  liver 
ailment.  Whatever  it  was,  he  did  not  fully  recover,  so  he  retired 
from  Hookers,  sold  their  home,  and  went  back  to  Beloit  where 
they  took  an  apartment  facing  the  park  on  Bushnel  Street. 

Samuel  Eugene  Hill  died  of  heart  attack  November  9,  1936, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Gore-Tower-Hill  plot  in  the  old  Beloit  cemetery. 
His  marker  bears  a  bronze  Gideon  plaque. 

H  is  wife  who  survived  him  by  twenty-three  years,  was  the  sole 
heir  to  his  estate  which  consisted  in  real  property  in  Madison  and 
Beloit,  Wisconsin,  stocks,  bonds,  and  insurance.  He  was  the  first 
of  his  line  never  to  have  owned  a  farm. 

But  his  chief  legacy  is  in  the  organization  Gideon  International, 
which  he  invisioned  and  of  which  he  was  the  moving  instrument  in 
its  founding. 
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SAMUEL  HILL  ANI)  THE  GIDEONS  INTERNATIONAL 


When  Samuel  Hill  became  a  traveling  salesman,  he  assured  his 
wary  mother  he  would  not  lower  his  moral  standards  to  meet  the 
popular  conception  of  a  “drummer.”  “If  I  do  not  like  the  ways 
of  the  road,  I  will  change  them  to  my  ways,”  he  said.  He  had  his 
own  peculiar  way  of  doing  it. 

On  September  4,  1898,  John  Nicholson,  a  traveling  salesman 
from  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  sought  a  room  at  the  Central  Hotel 
in  Boscobel.  The  landlord,  unable  to  accommodate  him,  offered  a 
compromise.  “Nick,”  he  said,  “we  have  with  us  tonight  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Sam  Hill,  a  good,  clean  fellow  and  I  have  a  room  with 
two  beds  which  you  can  both  occupy.” 

When  they  were  ready  to  retire,  Mr.  Nicholson  read  the  fifteenth 
chapter  of  John  aloud  from  a  Bible  he  carried,  offered  a  word  of 
prayer  and  they  rolled  into  bed — but  not  to  sleep.  They  talked 
long  about  the  value  to  Christian  traveling  men  of  being  able  to 
recognize  and  to  depend  upon  one  another  when  on  the  road. 

In  July  1899  they  invited  other  traveling  men  to  meet  with 
them  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  Janesville.  Besides  the  original  two,  only 
J.  W.  Knights  of  Wild  Rose  was  there.  But  they  prayed  and 
organized,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Knights,  decided  on  the  name 
Gideons — reminiscent  of  that  Old  Testament  leader  who  obeyed 
the  command  of  God. 


In  September  the  same  year,  they  called  a  meeting  at  Wauke- 
shaw  Wisconsin,  with  seven  present.  There  the  emblem,  suggested 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Ennis,  was  adopted:  on  a  blue  background,  a  white 
picther  with  a  red  flame  symbolic  of  the  ones  Gideon’s  men  used 
in  the  first  battle. 
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Bravely  the  small  but  earnest  band  started  to  recruit  members, 
and  by  the  date  of  the  first  annual  meeting  at  Waukegan,  Illinois, 
on  July  1,  1900,  there  were  six  hundred  registered  members. 

Samuel  Hill  was  the  first  president,  and  in  his  address  to  the 
first  annual  Gideon  convention  at  Waukegan  in  July,  1900  he  said: 

“Fellow  Gideons  and  friends,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  tell 
you  how  glad  I  am  to  be  at  this  first  annual  convention  of  Gideons 
and  to  meet  here  so  many  of  my  co-workers,  Christian  traveling 
men.  Were  I  to  chose  a  theme  for  this  occasion,  it  would  be  from 
the  sixth  chapter  of  Judges  where  we  have  an  account  of  the  first 
real  Gideon  convention:  ‘The  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Gideon 
and  he  blew  a  trumpet  and  sent  messengers  to  Asher,  Zebulum, 
and  Naphtali  and  they  came  up  to  meet  him.’ 

“That  was  three  thousand  years  ago,  but  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
is  still  with  his  people.  The  call  has  again  sounded,  the  messengers 
have  been  sent  throughout  the  land,  and  we  are  met  here  to 
make  plans  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  work  to  which  the  Lord 
has  called  us. 

“Just  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  ago,  three  men  met  to 
talk  over  the  advisability  of  organizing  this  group  of  Christian 
traveling  men.  Today,  we  have  membership  of  six  hundred.  Who 
dare  predict  what  the  future  has  in  store  for  us! 

“But  however  large  and  powerful  the  Gideon  army  may  be¬ 
come,  1  shall  always  thank  God  that  He  permitted  me  to  have 
some  part  in  the  beginning,  for  already  1  feel  the  prophetic  words 
of  Zachariah,  ‘Who  shall  despise  the  day  of  small  things,  for  they 
shall  rejoiced  ” 

Twenty-five  years  later,  July  1924,  honoring  the  founders,  the 
annual  convention  was  held  in  their  home  state  at  Madison,  Wis¬ 
consin.  The  assembly  chamber  at  the  State  capitol  was  made  avail¬ 
able  for  the  meetings  and  both  Samuel  Hill  and  his  wife  addressed 
the  convention  which  the  then-president  Samuel  Boggs  acclaimed 
a  “real  mountain  top  experience.” 

Although  personal  evangelism  has  always  been  the  first  purpose 
of  the  Gideons,  early  in  its  history  the  distribution  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  as  a  means  to  such  an  end  became  a  mark  of  the  progress 
of  the  organization. 
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First  conceived  as  a  project  to  put  a  Bible  in  every  guest  room 
in  every  commercial  hotel,  the  movement  began  with  the  purchase 
and  placement  of  twenty-five  Bibles  for  the  Superior  Hotel  in 
Superior,  Montana,  in  1908.  I'he  project  met  with  immediate 
popular  support  and  spread  to  include  motels,  ships,  prisons,  nurses, 
the  armed  forces  and  even  school  children. 


At  first,  the  American  Bible  Society  printed  the  Bibles,  but  ere 
Jong  the  Gideon  demand  so  overshadowed  its  other  obligations  that 
when  a  backlog  of  eight  thousand  unfilled  orders  piled  up,  the 
Gideons  had  to  seek  a  larger  source  of  supply.  This  they  found  in 
Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons  who  guaranteed  to  supply  as  many  as  a 
hundred  thousand  Bibles  annually.  In  1962,  the  past-president  of 
the  American  Hotel  Association  received  a  token  volume  represent¬ 
ing  fifty  million  Scriptures  placed  by  Gideons.  Both  King  James 
and  American  versions  were  ordered  and  more  than  four  million 
in  twenty  foreign  languages.  Time  magazine  reporting  the  annual 
meeting  in  Pittsburg  in  1962  says: 

“Hotels  and  motels  now  come  equipped  with  TV,  swimming 
pools,  and  cellophane-wrapped  drinking  glasses,  but  one  thing  is 
still  the  same:  in  the  top  drawer  of  the  desk,  there  is  almost  sure 
to  be  a  Gideon  Bible.  .  .  .  Since  the  Gideons  first  began  to  “Bible” 
the  hotels  in  1908,  they  have  given  away  more  than  fifty  million 
Bibl  es.  They  pass  out  more  than  three  million  a  year. 

“Lawyer  Jacob  Stam,  Gideon  President  said,  lIt  costs  a  dollar 
to  place  a  Bible.  An  average  of  200  persons  occupy  a  room  in  a 
year.  A  Bible  lasts  an  average  of  seven  years.  That  means  a  Bible 
is  exposed  to  1,400  persons  during  its  lifetime.  I’d  say  that  is  a 
good  investment.’  ” 


Gideons  of  Sweden  were  organized  in  1919,  and  in  1925,  amal¬ 
gamation  of  Canadian  and  United  States  Gideons  took  place,  so 
came  about  Gideons  International  which  now  includes  fifty  foreign 
lands. 


From  a  pocket  in  his  grip  and  a  pigeon-hole  in  his  desk,  Samuel 
Hill  early  and  persistently  pushed  Gideon  Business  into  1  leadquarter 
Secretariates.  Ardent  tho  he  always  was  toward  the  work,  he  sought 
the  self-effacing  role  of  a  private  soldier  in  the  ranks.  As  the  vol¬ 
ume  and  scope  of  the  organization  grew,  various  rented  office  spaces 
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in  Chicago  were  used  till  in  April  1947  the  Gideon  International 
Building  was  dedicated  at  21  2  East  Superior  Street,  Chicago,  entirely 
paid  for  by  gifts  from  the  membership.  In  1963  this  building  was 
sold  and  headquarters  moved  to  a  new  building  at  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


At  the  time  of  his  death,  a  Chicago  newspaper  editorial  observed: 

“Samuel  Hill  never  knew,  nor  will  any  one  else  ever  know  the 
final  accumulated  influence  of  the  organization  of  Gideons. 

“What  a  host  of  men  have  known  discouragement  conquered 
by  the  calm  and  confident  assurance  in  the  pages  of  the  Gideon  Bible 
in  their  Hotel  room  at  night.  What  thousands  have  gained  com¬ 
fort  in  their  loneliness.  For  how  many  has  the  Gideon  Bible  been 
the  tie  to  the  home  from  which  business  has  called  them. 

“No  one  will  ever  know. 

“But  wherever  commercial  travelers  foregather  anywhere  in 
America  and  a  score  of  other  countries,  there  will  be  sincere  ack¬ 
nowledgement  of  the  worth  of  Mr.  Hill’s  crusade  and  its  fortunate 
effect  on  their  lives.” 

And  when  he  died  in  1936,  the  Gideons  conducting  his  funeral 
in  the  hundred-year-old  Congregational  Church  in  Beloit,  tho 
saddened  at  parting,  did  not  weep,  but  proclaimed  together,  “Fare¬ 
well  Brother  Sam,  we’ll  see  you  in  the  morning.” 
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CHILDREN  OE  SAMUEL  EUGENE  (10) 
AND  FRANCES  GORE  HILL 


Levi  Goodrich  (9),  Benjamin  Drury  (8),  Clark  (7),  Daniel  (6), 
Asa  (5),  Eleazer  Jr.  (4),  Eleazer  (3),  John  (2),  John  (1) 


1.  Mildred  Sarah  born  August  16,  1899,  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  A 

graduate  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1922, 
she  was  a  teacher  in  Idaho,  Nevada  and  Wash¬ 
ington.  She  was  a  member  of  Alpha  Gamma 
Delta  social  sorority,  American  Association  Of 
University  Women,  and  DAR.  She  married 
Will  R.  Bolen  in  Reno,  Nevada  June  6,  1925. 
Their  home  was  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  in  1963. 
They  had:  a)  Ella  Jean,  born  July  10,  1942. 


2.  ROBERT 
EUGENE 


P 


born  September  12,  1902,  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  A 
graduate  of  University  of  Wisconsin,  he  married 
Isaclore  Clissold  of  Chicago  in  December  1926. 
They  had:  a)  Joanne  Louise,  born  November  3, 
1927.  She  graduated  from  Oak  Park  High 
School  and  University  of  Michigan  where  she 
joined  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  social  sorority.  She 
worked  in  the  Bank  of  Hawaii  at  Honolulu  two 
years.  In  July  1955  she  married  John  Pritchard 
Taylor  of  Santa  Ana,  California.  They  live  in 
Berkley,  California  where  Mr.  Taylor  is  associ¬ 
ated  with  American  Telephone  Company.  They 
have:  1)  Nancy  Pritchard  Taylor,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1956,  and  2)  Peter  Hill  Taylor,  born 
September  25,  1957.  b)  Clissold  Eugene  born 
December  17,  1936-°  He  is  a  costume  designer 
for  stage,  film,  and  television  in  New  York  City. 
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ROBERT  EUGENE  HILL 

Robert  Eugene  (11)  Hill,  second  child  and  only  son  of  Samuel 
Eugene  and  Frances  Gore  Hill,  was  born  in  the  two-family  home 
at  628  Broad  Street,  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  where  his  parents  rented 
from  his  paternal  grandfather.  Probably,  he  will  be  the  last  of  his 
line  to  have  a  home  birth-place,  because  babies  in  later  generations 
were  delivered  in  hospitals. 

Although  Samuel  was  away  from  home  as  a  traveling  salesman 
five  days  a  week,  his  influence  on  his  son  was  marked.  They  made 
gardens  together  and  Robert  sold  bunches  of  radishes  and  corn  to 
the  neighbors.  His  first  biology  lesson  was  the  hatching  of  a  clutch 
of  chicken  eggs  in  the  basement  at  Easter.  Later,  he  sold  fancy 
egg  settings  at  three  dollars  a  dozen  and  cooking  eggs  to  his  mother, 
keeping  a  ledger  under  his  father’s  supervision.  He  raised  and  sold 
guinea  pigs  for  pets  and  learned  why  some  were  aristocratically 
white  with  pink  eyes  and  some,  less  profitable  but  more  interesting, 
pied.  He  seined  polly-wogs  and  fished  in  Turtle  Creek,  but  he 
never  had  a  gun  or  boxing  gloves. 

As  a  teen-ager,  Robert  was  one  of  a  crowd  who  met  Saturdays 
to  punch  corks  in  fabric  bands  for  Model  T  Ford  transmissions. 
They  formed  a  basket  ball  team  and  called  themselves  “The  Cork 
Punchers”.  With  his  cousin,  Richard  Power,  he  caddied  at  the 
Beloit  Country  Club.  They  joined  up  with  a  larger  group  of  cousins 
of  the  Bradley-Bort  clan  and  called  themselves  “The  Country  Cou¬ 
sins  Club”.  When  not  caddying,  they  played  golf,  learning  the 
fundamentals  at  an  early  age  for  a  social  game  that  Robert  enjoyed 
all  his  life.  Samuel  had  a  lawn  tennis  court  laid  out  where  the  young 
people  learned  the  game  and  used  the  same  area  for  long,  serious 
games  of  croquet  with  their  elders.  He  had  a  girl  who  gave  him 
vocal  lessons  and  he  sang  in  a  Barber  Shop  Quartet  and  played 
mandolin  in  a  stringed  orchestra.  He  attended  Professors  KeihPs 
bi-weekly  dancing  class  at  Cosmo  Hall.  With  his  family,  he  joined 
the  First  Congregational  Church  at  the  age  of  about  thirteen. 

Too  young  to  enlist  in  the  hirst  World  War,  Robert  won  his 
parents’  promise  of  Consent  pending  his  graduation  from  1  ligh 
School.  By  that  time,  the  war  was  over. 

Robert  had  a  cousin,  Richard  Tower,  six  months  younger  than 
himself  and  from  their  babyhood  they  were  reared  like  brothers  by 
their  doting  mothers,  although  the  bo)  Ts  personalities  were  definitely 
dissimilar.  They  had  identical  high  wheeled,  lace-parasoled  wicker 
baby  carriages  with  identical  pink  and  blue  knit  carriage  robes;  when 
they  were  three,  they  had  identical  toy  trains  on  tracks;  at  five  they 
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had  their  pictures  taken  in  blue  norfolks,  white  knickers  and  black 
patent  leather  oxfords.  So  that  they  could  enter  college  together, 
Robert  worked  as  a  chemist  at  Fairbanks  Morse  Company  in  Beloit 
a  year  after  graduating  from  High  School.  Both  cousins  entered 
Beloit  College  in  the  fall  of  1920  and  joined  Beta  Theta  Pi  social 
fraternity.  They  attended  Beloit  College  two  years.  Robert  sang 
in  the  Glee  Club  resplendent  in  full  dress  with  long  tails,  and  won 
a  prize  in  oratory.  He  also  wrote  the  freshman  class  song  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  class  in  singing  it  at  an  out-door  contest. 

In  the  fall  of  1922,  Robert  and  Richard  entered  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  as  Juniors  and  the  Hills  moved  to  Madison.  There 
Robert  continued  his  interest  in  vocal  music  and  was  a  member  of 
the  University  Glee  Club  when  it  sang  in  Carnegie  Hall,  New  York, 
as  the  mid-west  representative  in  competition  with  the  Eastern  Col¬ 
leges.  He  was  elected  to  Phi-Nu  Alpha,  honorary  music  fraternity. 
Upon  graduation  in  1924,  he  took  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry 
as  a  gift  from  his  father.  He  was  the  first  in  his  line  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  to  receive  a  college  degree. 

All  his  life,  Robert  had  taken  part  in  Y.M.C.A.  activities,  and 
as  a  University  student,  was  sponsor  of  a  group  of  younger  boys 
called  “Hi  Y”.  He  took  credit  for  the  marriage  of  one  of  his  “boys” 
to  his  cousin,  Frances  Gore.  The  “boy”  was  Edward  Adamson 
Hoeble,  the  eminent  archeologist.  Frances  later  returned  the  favor 
by  introducing  Robert  to  her  sorority  sister  who  became  his  wife. 


For  the  first  year  after  graduation,  Robert  worked  for  Burgess 
Engineering  Company,  Madison,  as  a  chemist,  and  in  1925,  the 
American  Can  Company  hired  him  to  work  for  them  in  Chicago. 


In  order  to  better  his  fortunes,  Robert  took  a  position  in  National 
Oil  Products  Company  and  in  their  employee  he  moved  to  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Indiana,  Maplewood,  New  Jersey  and  for  two  years  was 
Superintendent  of  Metasav  Chemical  Company,  a  subsidiary  of 
NOPCO  in  Chicago. 


Through  his  cousin,  Frances  Gore,  he  had  met  Miss  Isadore 
Clissold,  daughter  of  Edward  T.  and  Mina  Swartwout  Clissold  of 
Morgan  Park,  Chicago,  and  on  December  31,  1926,  they  wer 
married.  Their  first  home  was  an  apartment  in  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
Eater  they  moved  to  River  Forest. 


e 


Robert’s  wife’s  family  had  for  three  generations  owned  Clissold 
Publishing  Company  in  Chicago,  and  his  father-in-law,  feeling  a 
need  for  a  man  with  chemical  knowledge,  invited  him  to  join  their 
staff.  He  joined  the  family  Company  in  1939  as  an  advertising 
salesman,  later  becoming  advertising  promotion  manager,  circula- 
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Ilonir  of  Robert  Hatfruac  llill ,  Oak  Hark,  Illinois,  1!) oO. 
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tion  manager,  and  Director  of  Circulation  for  the  four  Clissold 
business  papers. 

In  1940,  Robert  purchased  the  property  at  521  Fair  Oaks  Ave¬ 
nue,  Oak  Park,  that  became  identified  as  their  home.  Set  well  back 
in  a  deep  lawn  among  aged  oaks  its  wide  verandas  and  spacious  rooms 
offered  gracious  living  and  hospitality  to  an  almost  constant  pro¬ 
cession  of  guests.  While  Isadore  was  busy  as  a  member  of  Chicago 
Commons,  West  Suburban  Hospital  Auxiliary  Board,  Chicago  Rock¬ 
ford  College  Club,  Red  Cross  Regional  Board  of  Directors,  PTA, 
Y.W.C.A.,  and  Church  Service  Groups,  Robert  served  as  coordinator 
of  the  Advertising  Section  of  the  Course  in  Business  Paper  Publish¬ 
ing,  sponsored  by  the  Associated  Business  Publications  and  Medill 
School  of  Journalism  of  Northwestern  University. 

In  the  early  1950’s,  he  served  as  Program  Chairman  and  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Chicago  Circulation  Managers’  Roundtable.  He  served  on 
Red  Cross  and  Community  Chest  Drives  annually.  All  the  family 
enjoyed  the  River  Forest  Tennis  Club  whose  club  house  was  an 
early  original  of  Frank  Lloyd  Wright  architecture.  They  were 
active  Congregationalists  in  the  Oak  Park  Church  where  Robert, 
in  family  tradition,  served  as  Deacon.  From  early  manhood  he  was 
a  Gideon. 


But  Robert’s  pet  hobby  through  the  years  wras  music,  and  he 
was  a  generous  chorister  in  the  church  choir  and  also  a  member  of 
the  music  committee.  Beside  being  a  singing  participant,  he  gave 
generously  of  his  time  and  professional  advertising  talent  to  pro¬ 
mote  activities  of  the  Society  For  The  Encouragement  And  Preser¬ 
vation  Of  Barbershop  Quartet  Singing  In  America. 


Robert’s  children,  Joanne  Louise  and  Clissold  Eugene,  twelfth 
in  line  from  John  of  Dorchester,  were  the  second  generation  to 
have  college  degrees. 
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CHILDREN  OF  ROBERT  EUGENE  (11) 

AND  ISADORE  CLISSOLD  HILL 

Samuel  Eugene  (10),  Levi  Goodrich  (9),  Benjamin  Drury  (8), 
Clark  (7),  Daniel  (6),  Asa  (5),  Eleazer,  Jr.  (4), 
Eleazer  (3),  John  (2),  John  (l) 


1.  Joanne  Louise  born  November  3,  1927,  Oak  Park,  Illinois. 

She  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan 
where  she  joined  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  social 
sorority.  She  worked  at  the  Bank  of  Hawaii  for 
two  years  before  the  marriage  July  3,  1955  to 
John  Pritchard  Taylor  of  Santa  Ana,  California. 
Their  children  are:  a)  Nancy  Pritchard  Taylor, 
born  September  6,  1956.  b)  Peter  Hill  Taylor, 
4  born  September  25,  H^Jyboth  in  Berkley,  Cali¬ 
fornia.  I(1  SrJ 


*  2. 


CLISSOLD 

EUGENE 


born  December  17,  at  Indianapolis,  Indi¬ 

ana.  After  grad uatio(v  "from  Oak  Park  I  ligh 
School,  he  got  his  degree  as  bachelor  of  Fine 
Arts  from  the  University  of  Colorado.  He  ful¬ 
filled  his  military  obligations  in  1953-55.  En¬ 
tering  graduate  school  at  Yale  in  1955,  he  took 
his  Master’s  degree  in  Fine  Arts  in  Design.  He 
entered  the  professional  field  of  costume  design 
in  New  York  in  1959. 
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'loanin'  Louise  llill ,  (la nijhter  of  Robert  Rmjcnc 
and  I  sad  ore  C  Unsold  Hill. 
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CLISSOLD  EUGENE  HILL 


CJissoJd  Eugene  (12)  Hill,  second  child  and  only  son’of  Robert 
Af  (11)  and  Isadore  Clissolcl  Hill,  was  born  December  19A6  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

He  was  an  artist  from  childhood.  He  loved  games  of  “dress  up” 
and  when,  at  his  parents’  insistence,  he  joined  the  Boy  Scouts,  the 
only  thing  he  liked  about  it  was  the  full  regalia  with  all  the  accessor¬ 
ies.  In  his  early  years,  he  was  an  ardent  and  original  puppeteer  and 
had  an  elaborate  theatre  in  the  basement.  He  designed  programs 
and  parties  for  his  High  School  that  won  acclaim  of  professionals 
which  encouraged  him  to  continue  seriously  in  the  study  and  practice 
of  artistic  expression. 

His  aunt  was  interested  in  having  him  go  west  for  college  to 
pursue  his  painting  in  the  clear  atmosphere  of  mountain  and  desert, 
but  his  practical  father  countered  with:  “He  has  a  living  to  make”. 
In  this  branch  of  the  Hill  family,  art  had  not  previously  been  con¬ 
sidered  an  economic  asset. 

He  did  go  west  tho,  and  took  his  degree  in  professional  design 

as  Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  from  the  Universitv  of  Colorado  in  1953. 

* 

He  was  elected  to  Delta  Phi  Delta,  national  Fine  Arts  Honorary 
Society.  Ever  an  individualist,  he  shunned  fraternity  affiliation, 
took  an  apartment,  joined  a  square  dance  team  of  students  who  wore 
the  costumes  he  desgned  and  danced  squares  he  originated  compet¬ 
ing  for  the  University  like  athletes,  even  representing  this  nation 
in  the  International  Folk  Festivals  in  St.  Louis.  They  took  a  house 
in  the  restored  ghost  town,  Central  City,  Colorado  where  for  several 
seasons  they  did  exhibition  dancing  in  the  street. 

The  floats  and  decorations  he  did  for  campus  affairs  won  prizes 
and  while  still  a  student,  he  sold  paintings  on  canvass.  As  a  senior 
he  designed  and  made  the  dresses  for  the  wedding  party  of  a  class¬ 
mate,  the  daughter  of  the  Commanding  General  of  a  Colorado 
Military  Post.  People  long  remembered  the  “Puck”  he  played  in 
a  summer-school  Shakespearian  presentation  at  Beloit  College.  All 
fields  of  artistic  expression  suggested  challenge  to  him.  He  even 
dabbled  in  sculpture  and  creative  writing. 

In  1953,  Clissold  Eugene  was  drafted  to  fulfill  his  military 
obligation  training  at  Ft.  Leonard  Wood,  Missouri,  Fort  Belvoir, 
Virginia,  Fort  Ord,  California,  and  Fort  Lewis,  Washington.  In 
rare  appreciation  of  a  private’s  singular  ability,  his  commanding 
officer  assigned  him  in  a  Corps  of  Engineers  to  making  maps  and 
visual  training  aids.  It  is  said  that  these  utilitarian  charts  were 
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HEADQUARTERS  MANEUVER  DIRECTOR 


EXERCISE 


SIXTH 


FORT  LEWIS  WASHINGTON 


fflprtifiratp 


APPLE  JACK 


YAKIMA  WASHINGTON 


Arlji?ii?m?ttt 


Atoarbrb  ©0 


Private-2  CLISSOLD  E  HILL  US  55  436  826 
Det  #1  6006  SU 

for  .-F/U rORIOUo  ACKTFVEICNT  as  a  DRAFTSMAN  with  the  planning  group  of  a  major  field  exercise  headquarters, 
The  initiative  and  resourcefulness  shown  by  Private  HILL  1s  superior.  His  attention  to  duty  and  his  will¬ 
ingness  to  perform  varied  duties  were  of  material  assistance  during  the  exercise. 


G  P  LYNCH  BRIG  GEN  USA 
OIPUVV  OiMlTOft 


FOR  MERITORIOUS  ACHIEVEMENT  AS  A  DRAFTSMAN 
WITH  THE  PLANNING  GROUP  OF  MAJOR  FIELD  EX¬ 
ERCISE  HEADQUARTERS.  THE  INITIATIVE  AND 
RESOURCEFULNESS  SHOWN  BY  PRIVATE  HILL  IS 
SUPERIOR.  HIS  ATTENTION  TO  DUTY  ANI)  HIS  WILL¬ 
INGNESS  TO  PERFORM  VARIED  DUTIES  WERE  OF 
MATERIAL  ASSISTANCE  DURING  THE  EXERCISE. 
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masterpieces  of  draftmanship  akin  to  art.  Regimentation  of  any 
kind  was  anathema  to  the  artist  and  his  hitch  in  the  army  was  a 
personal  Hades,  hut  he  was  the  first  of  his  line  to  become  a  member 
of  the  armed  forces  of  the  Hnited  States  since  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

Out  of  the  army,  Clissold  Eugene  entered  Graduate  School  at 
Yale  University  in  1955  where  he  completed  his  professional  degree 
as  Master  of  Fine  Arts  in  Design  in  1958.  His  master’s  thesis  was 
a  portfolio  of  original  designs  for  Bioto’s  “Mephistopholes”.  For 
two  years  he  remained  at  Yale  as  assistant  to  the  Dean  of  the  Drama 
School. 


In  1959,  having  taken  the  professional  name  “Budd”  his  life¬ 
time  nick-name,  he  took  the  Scenic  Artists’  Union  Examination  and 
proceeded  to  New  York  to  enter  the  field  of  costume  design  for 
stage,  film  and  television. 
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LIST  OF  NAMES 


Name 

Born 

Died 

Parents 

Place 

Date 

Alfred 

Spencer 

1-23-1814 

Clark  &  Anna 

Anna 

Spencer 

5-  9-1825 

Clark  &  Anna 

Alanson 

Spencer 

1  1-10-1820 

Clark  &  Anna 

Asa 

Spencer 

10-28-1826 

Clark  &  Anna 

Almira 

Spencer 

2-20-1804 

Joshna  &  Mariam 

Alvin 

Spencer 

6-  2-1829 

Warner  &  Lydia 

Alonzo 

Spencer 

3-21-1828 

Washington  &  Almira 

Alice 

Spencer 

1855 

Sullivan  &  Sylvia 

Addie 

Spencer 

1858 

Sullivan  &  Sylvia 

Allana  May 

E.  Elardwick 

11-15-1865 

2-  9-1915 

Levi  &  Sarah 

Ambrose  Elva 

Belle  Plane 

8-30-1883 

Levi  &  Sarah 

Abiagaii 

Sherborn 

1662 

John  &  Hannah 

Asa 

Sherborn 

1737 

Asa  &  Sarah 

Asa (5 ) 

Sherborn 

2-20-1712 

Eleazer  &.  Rebecca 

Abiagaii 

Sherborn 

6-10-1695 

9-17-1736 

John  &  Hannah* 

(*2nd  wife) 

Betsy 

Spencer 

4-  5-1785 

Daniel  &  Mary 

Benjamin(  8 ) 

Spencer 

6-17-1808 

1-  9-1861 

Hardwick 

Clark  &  Anna 

Clark 

Spencer 

4-25-1818 

Clark  &  Anna 

Carlos 

Spencer 

1846 

Dexter  &  Eleizer 

Clark(7) 

Spencer 

4-  5-1774 

5-  2-1836 

Plainfield 

Daniel  &  Mary 

Curtis 

Plainfield 

7-  1-1912 

1916 

Ralph  &  Laura 

Chas. (Caldwell ) 

Chicago 

3-  1-1910 

Emily  (&  Chas. 
Caldwell ) 

Charlotte 

Spencer 

7-10-1809 

Daniel  &.  Sally 

C'heny 

Spencer 

4-15-1814 

Daniel  &  Sally 

Clissold  Eugene 

Indianapolis 

12-17-1930 

Robert  &  Isadore 

Daniel 

Spencer 

4-29-1777 

Daniel  &  Mary 

Daniel 

Spencer 

1-23-1827 

Daniel  &  Mary 

Dexter 

Spencer 

10-14-1810 

Joshna  &  Miriam 

Daniel 

1732-3 

1735 

Eleazer  &  Rebecca 

Daniel  (6) 

Sherborn 

4-19-1744 

4-19-1744 

Asa  &.  Sarah 

Emma 

Spencer 

1847 

Lends  & 

Ellen 

Spencer 

1850 

Lends  & 

Eva 

Spencer 

1850 

Dexter  &  Eleizer 

Elliott 

Spencer 

8-11-1813 

Joshna  &  Miriam 

Emory 

Spencer 

1 805 

Daniel  &  Sally 

Ephrim 

Spencer 

7-  4-1842 

Washington  &  Elmira 

Elmira 

Spencer 

1830 

Washington  &  Elmira 

Edwin 

Spencer 

1846 

Sullivan  & 

Eleanor 

Chicago 

6-12-1907 

Ambrose  &  Blanch 

Emily  Ava 

Belle  Plaine 

8-30-1883 

Levi  &  Sarah 
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LIST  OF  NAMES  (Cont’d) 


Name 

Born 

Died 

Parents 

Place 

Date 

Ebenezer 

Dorchester 

1646 

John  &  Frances 

F.leazer(  3 ) 

Sherborn 

6-29-1664 

9-28-1725 

John  &  Hannah 

Ebeneazer 

Sherborn 

1656 

John  &  Hannah 

Eleazer(  4) 

Sherborn 

1-  1-1688 

Eleazer  &  Sarah 

Flizabeth 

Sherborn 

1723 

Eleazer  &  Rebecca 

Fleazer 

Sherborn 

1745-6 

Asa  &  Sarah 

Frances 

England  or 

1632 

11-18-1676 

John  &  Frances 

Forrester 

Dorchester 

Spencer 

1-  3-1823 

Daniel  &  Sally 

Frances 

Spencer 

1-19-1827 

Warren  &.  Lydia 

Frederick 

E.  Hardwick 

3-12-1832 

8-31-1914 

Benjamin  &  Susan 

Frank  Farrington 

S.  Hardwick 

6-  8-1874 

E.  Hardwick 

4-  4-1935 

Levi  &  Sarah 

Franklin  Eugene 

Chicago 

4-20-1909 

Oak  Park 

Ambrose  &  Blanche 

George  Floward 

Chicago 

7-14-1912 

Ambrose  &  Blanche 

Hiram 

Spencer 

5-22-1805 

Joshna  &.  Miriam 

Henry 

Spencer 

4-22-1812 

Daniel  &  Sally 

Harvey 

Spencer 

2-  9-1820 

Daniel  &  Sally 

Harriett 

Oak  Park 

2-20-1911 

Frank  &  Emma 

Hattie 

Hardwick 

5-  4-1846 

5-12-1897 

Benjamin  &  Susan 

Hannah 

Dorchester 

1641 

John  &  Frances 

Hannah 

Sherborn 

1668 

John  &  Hannah 

Isaac 

Spencer 

3-20-1816 

Daniel  &  Sally 

Isabella 

Spencer 

1845 

Dexter  &  Eliza 

Isrial 

Dorchester 

1646 

John  &  Frances 

John( 1 )  & 

England 

(?)  1603 

5-  1-1664 

Frances 

John(2)  & 

Dorchester 

(?)  1603 

Dorchester 

1-23-1717-8 

John  &  Frances 

Hannah 

John 

Sherborn 

2-14-1660 

John  &  Hannah 

Joshua 

Spencer 

3-  8-1772 

9-12-1862 

Daniel  &  Mary 

Jonothan 

Spencer 

5-  8-1781 

Daniel  &  Mary 

Joshua 

Spencer 

3-24-1798 

Joshna  &  Mariam 

Jefferson 

Spencer 

1  1-25-1 803 

Clark  &  Anna 

James 

Spencer 

1-17-1816 

Clark  &  Anna 

Jeremiah 

Spencer 

1807 

Daniel  &  Sally 

Josephine 

Spencer 

12-30-1839 

Dexter  &  Elizer 

Julius 

Spencer 

1842 

Dexter  &  Elizer 

Julia 

Hardwick 

2-  5-1845 

Benjamin  &  Susan 

Janet 

Oak  Park 

2-15-1913 

Frank  &  Emma 

Jonothan 

Dorchester 

7-12-1640 

John  &  Frances 

Johnson 

Sherborn 

6-22-1666 

John  &  Hannah 
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LIST  OF  NAMES  (Cont’d) 


Name 

Born 

Died 

Parents 

Place 

Date 

Joseph 

Sherborn 

1718 

Eleazer  A  Rebecca 

Joan  Louise 

Oak  Park 

1  1-3-1927 

Robert  A  Isadore 

Liberty 

Spencer 

6-30-1803 

Clark  A  Anna 

Lucy 

Spencer 

7-20-1823 

Clark  A  Anna 

Lucious 

Spencer 

1812 

Nathan  &  Lucy 

Lewis 

Spencer 

1-23-1824 

Washington  A  F.lmira 

Luther 

Spencer 

1825 

Washington  &  Anna 

Lucy 

Spencer 

1841 

Washington  A  Anna 

Levi  Goodrich 
(9) 

Hardwick 

12-  7-1833 

12-31-1913 

Plainfield 

Benjamin  A  Susan 

Louise 

Hardwick 

4-19-1836 

2-2-1912 

Benjamin  &  Susan 

Mary 

Dorchester 

1636 

8-15-1726 

John  A  Frances 

Mercy 

Dorchester 

1-1-1642-3 

John  &  Frances 

Martha 

Dorchester 

1648 

John  A  Frances 

Mehitabel 

Dorchester 

1650 

3-5-1679 

John  &  Frances 

Mary 

Sherborn 

1662 

John  A  Hannah 

Mary  or  Molly 

Spencer 

1787 

Daniel  A  Mary 

Mary 

Spencer 

1822 

Clark  A  Anna 

Martha 

Spencer 

1837 

Washington  &  Lucy 

Marie 

Spencer 

1844 

Sullivan  A  Sylvia 

Marcia 

Spencer 

1850 

Sullivan  A  Sylvia 

Mary 

Hardwick 

11-20-1843 

Benjamin  A  Susan 

Mildred  Sarah 

Beloit 

8-16-1899 

Samuel  A  Frances 

Marian 

Oak  Park 

9-27-1915 

Frank  A  Fmma 

Moses 

Sherborn 

1700 

John  &  Hannah 

M  art  ha 

Sherborn 

1742 

Asa  A  Sarah 

Moses 

Sherborn 

1753 

Asa  &  Sarah 

Nathan 

Spencer 

1779 

Daniel  A  Mary 

Nancy 

Spencer 

1816 

C'lark  A  Anna 

Nancy 

Spencer 

1824 

Daniel  A  Sally 

Nancy 

Spencer 

1804 

Nathan  A:  Joanna 

Nathaniel  A 
Martha 

Sherborn 

1693 

Fleazer  A  Sarah 

Olive 

Sherborn 

1739 

Asa  Sarah 

Orrison 

Spencer 

5-18-1801 

Clark  A  Anna 

Orange 

Spencer 

6-15-1807 

Clark  A  Anna 

Oscar 

Spencer 

1848 

Dexter  A  Fleizer 

Pliney 

Spencer 

1  1-16-1805 

6-1-1736 

Clark  A  Anna 

Ruth 

Dorchester 

1643-4 

John  A  Frances 

Ruth 

Sherborn 

1726 

6-13-1676 

Flezer  A  Rebecca 

Rebecca 

Dorchester 

(?)  1634 

John  A  Frances 

Ralph  Waldo 

Chicago 

1 1-30-1884 

Levi  A  Sarah 
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LIST  OF  NAMES  (Cont’d) 


Name 

Porn 

Place 

Date 

Robert  Eugene 

Beloit 

9-12-1902 

(ID 

Robert  Norris 

Plainfield 

9-  6-1914 

Rebecca 

Sherborn 

3-  6-1721 

Randall 

Plainfield 

Samuel 

Dorchester 

1638 

Samuel 

Sherborn 

1654 

Sarah 

Sherborn 

1670 

Sarah 

Sherborn 

1690 

Soloman 

Sherborn 

1691 

Sullivan 

Spencer 

1808 

Sarah 

Spencer 

1812 

Sally 

1817 

Sally 

1818 

Sally 

Spencer 

1808 

Soloman 

Spencer 

1814 

Sylvia 

Spencer 

1852 

Sabra 

Hardwick 

9-  6-1838 

Sarah 

Hardwick 

1-17-1841 

Samuel  Eugene 

Hardwick 

7-  9-1868 

(10) 

Sarah 

Sherborn 

11-30-1690 

Sarah 

Sherborn 

1736 

Sarah 

Sherborn 

1740 

Sarah 

Sherborn 

Tabitha 

Sherborn 

5-  8-1751 

Valentine 

Spencer 

3-28-1810 

William 

Sherborn 

1715 

Washington 

Spencer 

1796 

Wellington 

Spencer 

1799 

Warner 

Spencer 

1802 

Walter 

Bangor 

1840 

Wm.  Frederick 

Hardwick 

12-22-1866 

Wallace 

Elizabeth 

11-28-1867 

Died 


1-12-1708 


1-1-1897 


6-8-1831 

Spencer 


Parents 

Samuel  &  Frances 

Ralph  &  Laura 
Elezer  &  Rebecca 
Ralph  &  Laura 

John  &.  Frances 
John  &  Hanna 
John  &  Hannah 
Eleazer  &  Sarah 
Eleazer  &  Sarah 
Joshna  &  Miriam 
Clark  &  Anna 
Daniel  &  Sally 
Daniel  &  Sally 
Nalhan  &  Lucy 
Nathan  &  Lucy 
Sullivan  &  Sylvia 
Benjamin  &  Susan 
Benjamin  &  Susan 
Levi  &  Sarah 

Eleazer  &  Sarah 
Asa  &  Sarah 
Asa  &  Sarah 
Asa  &  Sarah 

Asa  &  Sarah 

Clark  &  Anna 

Eleazer  &  Rebecca 
Joshna  &  Mariam 
Joshna  &  Mariam 
Joshna  Mariam 
Alfred  & 

Levi  &  Sarah 
Walter  & 


89 


<  .  ;r:  :"1  .  Is:  a< 


>*'  -i,J  i>  flql- 


*on-£i-i 


im  otf/  &  wirt«  <>\ 

•OfiA  j.  ah«5' 

'i>.  >i  l  i>  a>  rlUvVJ 
v I  v  i.  .'tv'* 

M’/ly.'  &  »»iw*Miw4i' 
f  •  ■>  l  «  •  "  4t*  I  I 

<!*n«  •/  v*>  ] 


■  <  \ 

M4*l  o  Q 


.  M 


ffalftg  v  *  /• 


.  rf/  *  >•,:  [ft1  i  <5 


...  .  ,  , 


>  »9KU»!  'I 
Mi-  •■‘tJ'.l  ’I  r»!  >• 

mi  itit4  l  nn  r  :<  u 

:i.i  ■  '.tfl/'  i.  At. 

A  bti)IA| 
rt  v*  £  y  >.t 

■  -  i. 


r.'i! 

t  a-d  <? 

i Vj;J5 i  Vi-1 

t>v  i 

i?.vi  «  -t 


tin 

d<r  ; 
mi 
£U*  i 

1 

dd  i-u-i, 

to&i  •<.£-!  I 


tbilnUW 


nwi  iv  V 

n  ' 


■«  orwift 

A  AH  ill 

1  /.*  •'■ 

,v  ■  V. 


a  ...  .  >. 

.  Jrt  m  j  r! 


K|i 

103  1.8 
A  i  b  l  . 
rt;yi»vrl  ' 


rf*i» 

nymolo«V 

vitii.H' 

1  ;  mol  o  '! 
♦. 

;  » J ;  ; 
Vft-J.  •  •  ;  I  ,  rn«r, 

(O'  ) 

flru.;£ 

•'  J. 

r"-t  .  : 

;nn\W 
iv*>r%  rtnbcuW 
r  1  rfc  ntil&mlbv/ 


vj*ni  it 

ir4»*ii  niW 

SwfilLW 


Ancestral  Chart  of  Hill  Family. 


Ancestral  Chart  of  Hill  Family. 
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1835  **  Came  with  Lord  Baltimore#  Ad- 

John  opted  nephew  by  his  own  name# 

Fremont.  Used  Ponsford  Arms#  Catholic 


PARENTS  CHILDREN  BORN  PLACE  DIED  PLACE 
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